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SECTION 1: ‘INVALUABLE SCRIPTURES OF BRAHMAVIDYA’ 

Q. 1 From the given options, place a tick (✔) in the box next to the correct ones. (Total Marks: 8) 

Note: One or more options may be correct. Full marks will be awarded only if all the correct options 

are chosen, otherwise no marks will be awarded. 
 

MARCH 2015 

 

1. Bhagwan Swaminarayan’s liberating life: 

(1)  I have manifested along with these devotees for the liberation of the jivas. 

(2) I have sacrificed my body for the sake of those who are devotees of God 

(3)  May your devotees not suffer for lack of food and clothing. 

(4)  May I suffer the stings of lakhs of scorpions. 

 

2. Opinions of renowned scholars: 

(1)  It is the 20th century Gita of Saurashtra. 

(2)  It is one of the best shastras. 

(3)  It is a jewel of the Guajarati language. 

(4)  Vachanamrut contains the essential principles of Hindu dharma. 

 

3. The power of discourses: 

(1)  These talks will not allow one take birth again 

(2)  These talks are magic. One who listens becomes mad. 

(3)  These talks of Purushottam Bhagwan clear millions of doubts. 

(4)  The world ceases to exist and is understood as perishable, then who will call one wise? 

MARCH 2016 

 

1. The human mind acquires manifold knowledge (1.3/11) 

(1)   Brahmavidya is the political knowledge that enables an atma to become 

             brahmarup and offer devotion to Paramatma. 

(2)   Only by knowing him, are we able to overcome sorrow  

(3)    The one worth learning is brahmavidya. 

(4)  Only when he experiences himself as the atma does he become unhappy. 
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2. Opinions about the Vachanamrut by Gunatit Gurus and Scholars (2.3.1/21) 

(1)   Maharaj has put tattvagnan into his 262 Vachanamruts 

(2)   He has included his highest level of discourses in it. 

(3)   It contains the essence of the four vedas 

(4)  To believe that there is more worth in anything other than the Vachanamrut is faith 

 

3. Evidence of the Vachanamrut’s reliability: Unique audience (2.6.1/47) 

(1)     Santdas Swami 

(2)   Nirmananand Swami 

(3)   Purnanand Swami 

(4)   Swarupanand Swami 

 

4. Distinctiveness based on content (3.7/101) The power of discourses: (3.4/73) 

(1)   These talks will not allow one take birth again. 

(2)   These talks are magic. One who listens becomes mad. 

(3)  These talks of Purushottam Bhagwan clear millions of doubts. 

(4)   The world ceases to exist and is understood as perishable, then who will call one wise? 

 

MARCH 2017 

 

1. Numbers of Vachanamruts in each section: (2.1/15) 

(1)   Gadhada II: 67 

(2)   Panchala: 7 

(3)   Vartal: 10 

(4)   Gadhada I: 87 

 

2. Austerity, renunciation, vairagya and disregard for his body (3.6/79) 

(1)   Those engrossed in panchkalyans do not achieve much on the path of spirituality. 

(2)   Spiritual sadhanas for self-discipline range from physical to subtle. 

(3)  Swami did not have to make deliberate efforts to attain them. 

(4)   Must cultivate regard for one’s body. 

 



3 
 

3. Swamini vato: Introduction (3.7/67-72) 

(1)   Compiled scripture of discourses. 

(2)   2162 vatos were later compiled. 

(3)   Seven chapters. 

(4)   Total of 1549 vatos. 

 

4. Distinctiveness based on content (3.7/101) 

(1)  Reveals impure upasana. 

(2)   Uprooting attachment and vasana for panchvishays. 

(3)   Discourses on becoming krishnarup. 

(4)   Discourses on the essentiality of the satpurush. 

 

MARCH 2018 

 

1. Historical reliability. (2.6.3/54) 

(1)   Year.  

(2)   Lunar half. 

(3)   Town 

(4)   Country 

 

2. Bhagwan Swaminarayan’s spiritual sadhana: Spiritual purity - Devoid of mundane desires.(2.4.2/37) 

(1)   I do not have even the slightest interest in any of the panchvishyas. 

(2)  I am always uncovetous 

(3)  Even if I wished to engross my body in panchvishays, I could not do so. 

(4)   I swear by the lives of these paramhansas that I have never harbored an indecent thought regarding 

women or wealth in the dream state. 

 

3. Swami’s frankness. (3.6.3/95) 

(1)    Shivlal Sheth who owned a fortune worth nine hundred thousand rupees. 

(2)   Abhaysinh Darbar of Lodhika. 

(3)  Acharya Viharilalji Maharaj. 

(4)   Acharya Devendraprasadji Maharaj. 
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4. Spiritual sadhana in Swami’s talks: clarity of goal. (3.7.5/118) 

(1)  We are born to accomplish two things. 

(2)   Our sole wish should be that we want to go to Akshardham. 

(3)  Even by spoiling lacs tasks improve your moksha. 

(4)  This task is like instantly threading a pearl in a flash of moonlight. 

 

Q. 2 Answer All of the following, using one sentence (not just one word) for each answer. (Total 

Marks: 6) 

MARCH 2015 

 

1. Explaining the extraordinary glory of spiritual talks, what does Swami say in Vat 1.131? (3.4/72) 

These are the words of Purushottam (Supreme God) and the talks of Gunatit. 

 

2. How does Shriji Maharaj explain the meaning of the shloka 

       ‘Svalpamasya dharmasya trayate mahatobhayat’? (2.7.4/59) 

If one has the slightest strength based on the conviction of God, it will protect one from great calamities. 

 

3. Write the names of the four Vedas. (1.3/11) 

Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samveda, Atharvaveda, 

 

4. About which five Vachanamruts did Gunatitanand Swami say, “It is as if I have never heard these 

Vachanamruts”? (3.7.3/113) 

Gadhada I-23, Gadhada II-30 and 45, Amdavad’s 2 and 3. Gunatit Swami had a devotee read these 

Vachanamruts and then he said “It is as if I have never heard these Vachanamruts”? 

 

5. What did Gopalanand Swami say after hearing Gunatitanand Swami’s talks of Maharaj’s supreme 

greatness for four months in Junagadh? (3.5/75) 

They talk 25% about it in Vartal, 50% in Gadhada but here, in Junagadh, they speak about it upto their 

heart’s content. 

 

MARCH 2016 

 

1. What unique definition has Swami given for the word ‘maya’? (3.7.2/112) 

“Not being able to recognize the manifest human form of God is in itself maya.” (Swamini Vaat: 5/94) 

 

2. What did Gunatitanand Swami say to Sadhu Ghanshyamdas who was meditating? (3.6.3/97) 

Once when he was meditating in the assembly hall, Swami asked him “Are you meditating or day-

dreaming?” 

 

3. “Without Sankhya, satsang......the principles of Sankhya” - Complete the Swamini Vat.(3.7.5/135) 

“Without Sankhya, satsang is said to be only half complete.” (Swamini Vaat: 1/ 2). “To remain happy, learn 

the principle of sankhya.” (Swamini Vaat: 1/2) 
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4. What did Gunatitanand Swami say on hearing Jaga Bhakta’s words full of sadness? (3.6.2/90) 

“You cannot see Maharaj’s shape, but be assured that there is not an iota of difference in what you see now 

in front of you.” 

 

5. What would Nityanand Swami say when many sadhus pride was bolstered on hearing Gunatitanand 

Swami’s talks? (3.5/76) 

“Whilst Nishkulanand Swami has uprooted the five vishayas by writing books; Gunatitanand Swami cuts the 

roots of panchvishayas by his talks.” 

 

6. About which five Vachanamruts did Gunatitanand Swami say, “It is as if I have never heard these 

Vachanamruts”? (3.7.3/113) 

Gadhada I-23, Gadhada II-30 and 45, Amdavad’s 2 and 3. 

 

MARCH 2017 

 

1. What did Swami reply when Jaga Bhakta told him that his mind is not continuously engaged in God? 

(3.6.3/97) 

It does not matter if you carve one or two stones less, but always remember that your instincts remain 

joined in God. 

 

2. Which question does Shriji Maharaj ask to Muktanand Swami in Vachanamrut Gadhada II 27? (2.6.1/52) 

What causes anger to arise within you? Also, how much of that cause makes you angry?  

 

3. What does Swami say while explaining the level of importance of spiritual sadhanas in Swamini Vato 

Chapter 1/194? (3.7.5/119) 

Some are strong in dharma, but have little understanding, and some are normal in dharma but have proper 

understanding. Therefore, one who has understanding can progress. 

 

4. What has Swami said in Chapter 1/166 elating the glory of attainment? (3.7.8/140) 

This Satsang we have attained is the best Chintamani. With it, the jiva will make great progress. 

 

5. What unique definition does Swami give for ‘jnanpralay’?(3.7.3/112) 

It is to remove all the work of prakruti from the heart, to become brahmarup and Gunatit. 

 

6. What should one do when in difficulty?(3.7.5/135) 

Chant ‘Swaminarayan, Swaminarayan’ so that the worry is resolved.  

 

MARCH 2018 

 

1. According to Vachanamrut Gadhada II 21, what is the main principle of all the scriptures and for the 

liberation of the jiva? (2.2/20) 

The main principle prevalent in all those scriptures, and the only principle for the liberation of the jiva is 

simply this: The sole creator, sustainer and destroyer of this entire cosmos is God.” 

 

2. What have rishis of India not emphasized as a means to attaining the ultimate aim in life? (1.1/6) 
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They have never given prominence to worldly knowledge to attain that topmost goal of human life. 

 

3. What does Swami explain with the example of a shadow? (3.7.1/104) 

A shadow cannot be caught. Similarly, material de sires and endeavors also cannot be fulfilled. Therefore, 

happiness is experienced when spiritual wisdom is attained. 

 

4. Which question has Harji Thakkar asked in Vachanamrut Gadhada II 33? (2.7.3/59) 

“By what means can one’s observance of the vow of non-lust become extremely firm?” 

 

5. What did Ramdas Swami say when Gunatitanand Swami ate the leftover one sher of cooked moth beans 

according to Ramdas Swami’s wish? (3.6.2/82) 

“Sadhuram, do you always remain so hungry?” 

 

6. Write the names of householder compilers of ‘Swamini Vato’. (3.2/69) 

Amongst those who had noted and compiled Swami’s discourses were the householders, mainly Shree 

Harishankarbhai Asharam Raval, Sadashankarbhai Amarji and mandir’ s scribe, Thakkar Narayan pradhan. 

 

Q.3 Give the topic heading of the reference. (Total Marks: 6) 

MARCH 2015 

 

1. “Dve vidye veditavye para cha apara cha.” (1.3/8) 

The Importance and the necessity of Brahmvidya 

 

2. “I do not want even the slightest imperfection to remain in those who are said to be mine.” (2.5.2/41) 

Discourses only for the bliss of the jivas 

 

3. “We have taken the human form for the redemption of the jivas.” (3.6.3/91) 

(The moulder of Brahmi Sthiti) The noble desire for ultimate liberation of jivas 

 

4. “We do not need delicious sweets. Tell the Darbar that our knowledge is ten million times more than your 

meditation.” (3.6.3/96) 

Incidents indicating Swamishri’s bold talks 

 

5. “I served that sadhu and helped him to recover.” (2.4.2/33) 

Readiness to serve 

 

MARCH 2016 

 

1. “God is known as the shelter for the poor.” (3.7.6/136) 

Powerful endeavor in Swami’s teachings 

 

2. “One should understand Maharaj to be supreme, the source of all incarnations, the cause of all causes.” 

(3.7.4/114) 

The necessity to understand Maharaj as supreme 
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3. “The extent to which the jiva is attached to the Sadhu is satsang and the extent to which the jiva is not 

attached (to him) is kusang.” (3.7.5/123) 

Importance of the Satpurush in Sadhana 

 

4. “What is the worst of all? Attributing human traits to this Sadhu - there is nothing worse than 

this.”(3.7.5/129) 

Imperfection regarding human traits and faults 

 

5. “One who possesses these six characteristics will never become happy, either in this life or even after 

death.”(1.3/8) 

The Importance and the necessity of Brahmvidya 

 

6. “Without God’s wish nobody can move even a leaf.” (3.7.2/108) 

The Summary of several Vachanamruts 

 

MARCH 2017 

 

1. “One who sees faults in this Sadhu, declines and becomes [spiritually] inert and lifeless.”(3.7.5/129) 

Imperfection regarding human traits and faults 

 

2. “Varshovaras Kartik mas, karu chhu samata upvas;” (2.4/29) 

Acute penance and complete disregard for Body 

 

3. “Kasminnu bhagavo vignate sarvamidam vignatam bhavati.” (1.3/8) 

The Importance and the necessity of Brahmvidya 

 

4. “As for me, not even an iota of lust, anger, avarice, egotism, subtle envy or jealousy enters the heart.” 

(2.4/37) 

Becoming free of worldly desires: Innocence 

 

5. “All the other great avatars are like parasmani and Purushottam is chintamani.” (3.7.3/116) 

Difference between Avatar and Avatari 

 

6. “The means to understanding this glory [of God] is by having profound association with such a holy 

sadhu.” (3.7.2/108) 

The Summary of several Vachanamruts 

 

MARCH 2018 

 

1. “This discourse is based on what I have seen and realized through my own experience...” (2.4.2/27) 

Shreeji Maharaj: Experienced and the complete knower of BRAHMVIDYA 

 

2. “Not being able to perceive one’s own flaws is, in fact, the very definition of delusion.” (2.7.4/60) 

Original meanings, definitions and aphorism teachings 

 

3. “Atma va are drashtavyaha shrotavyo mantavyo nididhyasitavyaha.” (1.3/13) 
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The Importance and the necessity of Brahmvidya 

 

4. “Know this sadhu as Akshar.” (3.6.1/78) 

Gunatitanand Swami: Incarnation of Aksharbrahm Himself 

 

5. “One wears saffron clothes, but has the jiva become saffron? If this is the situation, that, too, must be 

considered seriously.”(3.6.3/99) 

Some of Swami’s Vaato indicating his plain speaking 

 

6. “To understand upasana clearly is the main sadhana.”(3.7.2/109) 

The Summary of several Vachanamruts 

 

Q. 4. Write concisely on the following. (In 15 lines.) (Total Marks: 10) 

MARCH 2016 

 

1. Vachanamrut: Short Truthful Statements. (2.7.4/61) 

Shreeji Maharaj’s style of aphorism teaching is also distinct and unique. He has neither used difficult words 

to explain simple subjects or objects, nor has He used too many words. As it is difficult to find pearls from 

the ocean, similarly it is also difficult to find virtues and essences, which are useful in day to day life from 

talks which are unnecessarily lengthy. That is why Maharaj has not resorted to lengthy descriptions to 

explain any point. He has not misguided or confused His listeners by expanding His teachings. Whatever He 

had to say, He has said it in as few words as possible. By using essential and appropriate words He has been 

able to bring into His teachings aphorism and simplicity. Even then, He has not let His teachings become 

unacceptable due to short and aphorismic style. He has taught in short and aphorismic style so that 

everyone can understand it easily. Let us some examples of such aphorismic teachings: 

a. Vachanamrut Gadhada I/1: “There is no spiritual endeavor more difficult than to continuously engage one’s 

mind on the form of God and there is no greater attainment.” 

b. Vachanamrut Gadhada I/20: “For person who has attained satsang, realization of his jivatma does, indeed, 

lie in his own hands.” 

c. Vachanamrut Gadhada I/56: “Without the strength of his Ishtadev, no spiritual endeavors can be fulfilled.” 

d. Vachanamrut Gadhada I/60: “To behave above the influence of worldly desires is the dharma of one who is 

ekantik.” 

e. Vachanamrut Loya 7: “Only one who is brahmarup has the right to offer bhakti to Purushottam.” 

f. Vachanamrut Gadhada I/51:“Only one who follows the commands of Satpurush is behaving as the atma.” 

g. Vachanamrut Vartal 1: “One who aspires for liberation should most certainly develop enmity towards the 

mind.” 

Such aphorismic jewels, which can become constantly useful to every aspirant, are seen on every page of 

the Vachanamrut. 

 

OR 

 

2. What is Brahmavidya and its purpose? (1.2/8) 

Brahmvidya has been defined in Mundakopanishad thus: 

“Yenaksharam Purusham Ved Satyam Provach Tam tatvat o Brahmvidyam|” 
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Meaning: Brahmvidya is that by which one gains the true knowledge of Akshar and Purushottam) 

(Mundakopanishad: 1/2/13). Throughout this Upanishad, the word paravidya (Knowledge of Brahma and 

Parbrahma) has been used to describe Brahmvidya because the swaroop of Akshar and Brahma has been 

described in the paravidya only. Also, whilst talking about Adhyatmavidya (spiritual knowledge) in the 

Kathopanishads, there is a clear indication of knowledge about Akshar and Brahma. Bhagwan Swaminarayan 

explains these Brahmavidya, (knowledge of self) Paravidya (knowledge of Atma and Paramatma) and and 

Adhyatmavidya (Spiritual knowledge) as Brahma-gnan. Explaining the importance of this Brahmagnan, 

Bhagawan Swaminarayan says in Vachanamrut Gadhada II-3 says, “Purushottam Narayan, who is distinct 

from Brahma, and is the cause, the supporter and the inspirer of Brahma. With such under-standing, and 

maintaining a master-servant (swami-sewakbhav) relationship with Him, one should develop oneness with 

one’s Jivatma and with that Brahma, and worship Parbrahma while maintaining a master-servant 

relationship. With such understanding only, the ‘Brahmagnan’ also becomes an unobstructed path to 

attaining the highest state of enlightenment.” From the above quotes, it can be concluded that the essence 

of Brahmvidya, Paravidya and Adhyatmavidya is to worship Purushottam Narayan with believing one’s self 

to be Brahma or Akshar. To understand what this Brahmvidya is, it is important to understand what it is not! 

Brahmvidya is not a philosophy, a religious scripture, an ethics, or a ceremonial act. But each is related with 

it in one way or other. All these aspects could be supplementary to Brahmvidya, but nothing from them is 

Brahmvidya. It is therefore necessary to understand that by following any one of the above aspect, one 

cannot achieve the goal of Brahmvidya. Brahmvidya is the spiritual path leading to the real experience of 

Atma and Paramatma. Its ultimate goal is to gain spiritual experience, the brahmi sthiti or Brahmi status 

(oneness with the self) Pragat Brahmswarup Pramukh Swami Maharaj says “Brahmvidya means knowing the 

pragat (visible) Brahma, consider Him to be your own form, and be like him.” Thus, to experience all the 

time the God within the manifest form of Aksharbrahma is the fruit of Brahmvidya, Paravidya and 

Adhyatmavidya. 

 

3. Swamini Vato: Compilers of the Scripture. (3.2/70) 

It is a fact that it has been not been possible to collect and write all of Swami’s discourses. Particularly, 

several years after the demise of Shreeji Maharaj, some of Swami’s santos and householder disciples started 

noting down his discourses. Amongst those who had noted and compiled Swami’s discourses were mainly 

santos like Sadguru Balmukunddas Swami, and Jaga Bhakta and amongst the householders, were Shree 

Harishankarbhai Asharam Raval, Sadashankarbhai Amarji and mandir’s scribe, Thakkar Narayan pradhan. 

Out of the seven chapters, the first three Chapters were compiled by Jaga Bhakta, the fourth and the fifth 

Chapters were compiled by Shree Harishankarbhai, the sixth Chapter was compiled by Sadashankarbhai, and 

the remaining seventh and the last chapter was compiled by Sadguru Balmunddas Swami. Out of the other 

eighth to fifteen chapters, the eighth chapter was compiled by Jaga Bhakta and the remaining chapters were 

compiled by Shree Thakkar Narayan Pradhan. 

All those who had noted, and later compiled/edited Swami’s discourses, were Swami’s favored and honest 

disciples. They had not compiled these discourses in expectation of any material objects, greatness, or 

honor. They had compiled Gunatitanand Swami’s discourses mainly for themselves. What you hear you 

forget, but if the discourse is written, then it can be read again and again and meditated upon; so that one 

can live his life accordingly and gather strength and inspiration from them. They had written these 

discourses with this noble aim. Later on, in order that this Brahmvidya may become useful to all santos-

haribhaktos, it was compiled and edited in the form of a Book. There is no place for any doubt in their 

honesty. Also, in the first published collection containing five chapters, Sadguru Balmukund Swami notes 

that Gunatitanand Swami had himself authenticated this collection in the presence of Balmukund Swami, 
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Achintyanand Brahmchari and others after hearing it. Whenever this was read, Gunatitanand Swami often 

used to say ‘It is word to word without any change. ’ 

It is a fact those santos-devotees compiling the Vatos, were not professors in Sanskrit. It is possible 

therefore that certain impurities may have remained in writing the shlokas spoken by Swami. It is also a fact 

that these impurities were later removed, but that is no reason to doubt the honesty of the editors. 

 

OR 

 

4. ‘Rarity of Swami’s discourses’ and ‘The speaker of the rare discourses is also rare’ (3.4/73) 

Swami himself says that his talks are rare than ten millions endeavors and are like magic: “These talks are 

rare.” (Swamini Vaat 6/247). “Even by giving tens of millions of rupees such spiritual talks are unattainable.” 

(Swamini Vaat 1/19). “Such talks are not found anywhere else” (Swamini Vaat 4/35) “Such talks do not take 

place anywhere” (Swamini Vaat 5/155). “These talks have not been attained by anyone” (Swamini Vaat 

6/193) “Later, you will cry to listen to these talks.” (Swamini Vaat 6/230) 

Rare are the talks and rare are its spokesman 

Swami himself states that speaker of such Gunatit talks are also rare: “A speaker of these talks is rare.” 

(Swamini Vaat 1/246). “Search the whole universe, but where will you find such a sadhu?”(Swamini Vaat 

6/218). “Who will talk like this? If someone does, they will talk about birth and death. Here, the faults of 

mind and the senses are revealed. Who would know about them?” (Swamini Vaat 6/189). “The talks taking 

place in satsang at this time are not possible even in another birth, it is not known even how to deliver them 

and even if one studies for one’s entire life, one cannot learn them.”(Swamini Vaat 1/219). “Others are not 

able to deliver such talks amid such activity.”(Swamini Vaat 1/226). 

 

MARCH 2017 

 

1. Importance of having firm faith in God for liberation. (2.5.4/45) 

In the obstacles free and smooth path to self-realization, and many types of self-realizations, the real 

knowledge of Incarnate God’s form is the first requirement. Without firm conviction and refuge of God, 

there is no other solution. Explaining this in detail, He states at the end in Vachanamrut Gadhada II/13: 

“Realize that the form amidst the divine light is this Maharaj visible before you. If you cannot do that, then 

at least realize, Maharaj sees the form, which is amidst that Aksharrup light. ‘Even if you can understand this 

much you will be able to maintain affection for Me. As a result, you will obtain ultimate liberation. Keep this 

principle constantly new and fresh in your minds. Never forget it out of complacency. Remember it to 

tomorrow just as it is today. Keep it vivid in your minds and remember it daily until the end of your lives. 

Whenever you talk about God, be sure to implant the seeds of this principle. This is My command.” If there 

is confusion in the determination of God, and these human traits in His form, then the aspirant falls from his 

path of liberation. Explaining about the divinity and Human Traits at great length, Maharaj states in 

Vachnamrut Loya 18: “Regardless of whether you realize this fact today, or after a hundred years, but it 

must be realized. In fact, there is no alternative but to realize it and imbibe it firmly. Therefore, al devotees 

should remember this principle of Mine and discuss it amongst each other. Furthermore, whenever 

someone suffers a set-back due to some misunderstanding, he should be alerted by mentioning this. In fact, 

one should discuss this principle of Mine routinely, at least once a day, this is My command. So please do 

not forget it, please, please, do not forget it.” From both the above contexts, one can understand Maharaj’s 

insistence for the firm determination of His Divinity. From the above points, one can say that in whatever 

Maharaj’s has advised, He had no self-interest in it. He has only talked about the liberation of jivas. As such 

there is no doubt about the authenticity and reality.  
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OR 

 

2. Historical reliability of the Vachanamrut. (2.6/53) 

The position of Vachanamrut as to its historical authenticity amongst the world’s religious or spiritual 

scriptures is unique. There is no specific information available as to when important scriptures of Hindu 

dynasty like Vedas, Upanishads, Purans, Smrutis, Ramayana, and Mahabharata originated. Different learned 

personalities offer different inferences as to their compositions. Similarly, there is no certain determining 

date or year available as to the compositions of the world’s leading religions like, Jain, Buddha, Christian and 

Islam. In contrast, there is clear historical note of the time in Vachanamrut. The first paragraph of each 

Vachanamrut is proof of its historical authenticity. This first paragraph clearly shows in which year (Samvat 

1876, Samvat 1877, Samvat 1878 . .) which month (Kartik, Magshar...) The first or second fortnight of the 

month (sud, or vad, full moon or dark) which day (first, second …) and which h town (Gadhada, Sarangpur, 

Kariyani, Loya, Panchala, Vartal, Amdavad, Aslali, Jetalpur) in which place (Dada Khachar/Jiva Khachar/Vasta 

Khachar, Zeenabhai’s darbar, His own place, in Paramhansas place, Shree Gopinathji, Shree Lakshminarayan 

or Shree Narnarayan’s mandir, or in Lakshmiwadi or Gomati Talav (pond ) facing which direction, (East, west, 

south or north) sitting on … type of seat ( dholiyo, paat, gaadi-takiyo, palang, vedi, Oto, chotro, 

simhasan…etc) wearing which type or clothes, ornaments, flower bouquets, and flower garlands, and talking 

to whom, all these details have been beautifully narrated minutely, and in great detail. It is a solid fact that 

no such historical proofs are available in such minute detail and information in any of the world’s 

philosophical and religions’ literature so far. Also, looking at the history of the world’s religions it appears 

that until now never have any religions’ founders’ discourses been noted during ng his/her lifetime. It can 

therefore be understood that such discourses which have been published in book form after hundreds of 

years did not have the acceptance and approval of their narrators. The discourses contained in the 

Vachanamrut have been noted in its narrator’s presence, not only that, but its editors Paramhansas have 

after editing it, shown it to Shreeji Maharaj, and then obtained His approval as to its correctness and 

authenticity. (Vachanamrut Loya 7).Thus, if there is any scripture in the world, which has been compiled in 

the presence of its narrator, who has not only seen it, but also accepted and approved it, it is only the 

‘Vachanamrut.’ 

 

3. Deficiencies in the recognition of God and Sant. (3.7.5/126) 

If Sadhak is in the process of Sadhana, but is imperfect to understand the forms of Bhagwan and Sadhu, than 

he does get the due result. Explaining this fact, Swami says: “One who has recently joined the Satsang may 

be enjoying the bliss of Akshardham. And without resolute faith in the manifest from of God, one may have 

met Maharaj, or met Muktanand Swami but will not have the bliss of Akshar. This is the very nature of 

understanding.” (Swamini Vaat: 1/209). “The form of God that is in Akshardham and the one which you see 

are identical. The only deficiency is in not understanding this murti, which is seen to be the same as the 

murti in Akshardham.” (Swamini Vaat: 5/256). “We are unable to recognize the true nature and value of the 

Satsang, Sadhu and God we have attained as they are, and so human characteristics are perceived. The 

benefit gained is also not grasped fully. And that there is divinity even in the human traits of God and His 

Sadhu is not believed. And one observes fast, but does not understand this divinity. (Swamini Vaat: 5/319). 

“The Sadhu has come here from Akshardham. If such glory is understood continuously one experiences 

great joy! But this Sadhu is not understood as He is. (Swamini Vaat: 1/222). “How much loss do we suffer? 

Well, we do not understand the glory as it is, of the God whom we have attained, and the gain we have 

made is also not known. Just as the son of Gaekwad of Vadodara, cries for an insignificant thing like a radish-

that is the extent of loss.” (Swamini Vaat: 4/70) 
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OR 

 

4. Swamini Vato: Best commentary on the Vachanamrut. (Only introduction) (3.7.2/106) 

Shreeji Maharaj is Parabrahman and Gunatitanand Swami is Aksharbrahm. Both of them are above maya 

since eternity. Hence nobody could better understand each other’s opinion then themselves. 

That is why whatever Shreeji Maharaj has said in Vachanamrut, Swami has explained its meaning 

appropriately and correctly. Therefore, it can be said that Swamini Vaato is a simple translation of 

Vachanamrut. Generally, a commentary book consists of difficult words which are simplified, clarification of 

deep and indirectly said words in a simple and easy way, detailed description of minute talks, conclusion of 

detailed talk, meanings of deep and interesting talks. All these qualities are seen in Swami’s vaatos. That is 

why there is no hesitation in saying that Swamini Vaato are the VACHANAMRUT’s commentary. That is why 

Shastriji Maharaj write in one of his letters: “The main topics in the Vachanamrut are five, Dharma, gnan, 

vairagya, Bhakti and Mahima, similarly, the same five topics also are the main stay in Swamini Vaato. The 

only difference is that the question of glory which, Maharaj has seriously propounded in the Vachanamrut, 

Swami has propounded it in great detail and in simple language so that any layman can understand it. 

(Shastri Yagnapurushdas: 2/444). 

 

MARCH 2018 

 

1. Bhagwan Swaminarayan’s redemptory life. (2.5.1/40-41) 

Behind every spiritual discourse, there is always a hidden selfishness to gain wealth, women, or fame. But in 

the advice given by ShreejiMaharaj there is no such self-interest. His manifestation on the earth was for the 

liberation of infinite jivas. In Vachanamrut Jetalpur 5, He says: “It is for the liberation of jivas that I have 

manifested along with this sadhus.” and, clarifying the purpose of His manifestation, He states further “mera 

yeh avatar hai so jivoku brahmarup karake atyantik mukti dene ke vaste aksharatit Purushottam jo hum wah 

manushya jaisa banya hun. (My birth on this earth is to give ultimate liberation to jivas by making them 

brahmarup, that I, Purushottam Narayan, have come in the human form.” For the bliss of jivas, He gave up 

worldly life and roamed in the forests. Although He preferred to stay in the forests, He stayed in the midst of 

thousands of people only for the sake of God and His devotees. (Vachanamrut Gadhada III/21) Maharaj has 

not only changed His natural liking for the sake of devotees and persons desirous of spiritual salvation, but 

He has sacrificed His whole life. In Vachanamrut Kariyani 6, He says: “I have sacrificed My body for the sake 

of those who are devotees of God, by thought, word and deed. I keep this physical l body for the sake of 

satsangis, there is no other reason besides that.” Maharaj not only kept His physical body, and sacrificed it 

for the satsangis, but has begged their pains for Himself. In Vachanamrut I/70 and Jetalpur 5 He says: “ I 

have asked of Ramanand Swami ‘If your satsangi is destined to suffer the distress inflicted by the sting of 

one scorpion, may the distress of the stings of millions of scorpions befall each and pour of my body but no 

pain should afflict your satsangi. Moreover, if the begging bowl is written in the prarabdh of your satsangi, 

may the begging bowl come to \me; but on no account should your satsangi suffer from the lack of food and 

clothing. Please grant these two boons!’ Maharaj, who is ready to suffer the pain from millions of scorpions 

for the sake of satsangis, what self-interest could He have from the satsangis? If His coming on the earth, to 

be born in human form, to roam in the forests, to remain in close contact with millions of satsangis, to 

sacrifice His whole life, bag the pains and distresses of the satsangis, to accept their food and clothes, all 

these were simply for the good of jivas, for their liberation, then naturally. Whatever he has said could only 

be for their liberation. 
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OR 

 

2. Honest compilers and Muktanand Swami. (2.6.2/49-51) 

We all know that Maharaj has not written the Vachanamrut Himself with His own hands. But, the discourses 

given by Him were written down by some santo and devotees. Later, at the request of the devotees, in order 

that these discourses may become useful for ever, Maharaj commanded stalwart Santos like Muktanand 

Swami, Gopalanand Swami, Nityanand Swami and Shukanand Swami to compile them in the form of a book. 

Maharaj had appointed these Santos as Sadgurus in the fellowship. Their merciful and affectionate virtues 

combined with their saintly intellect were famous in the fellowship. The fellowship is well acquainted with 

their leading qualities. We are all familiar with Muktanand Swami’s pure desire for salvation, his pure 

qualities of a saint, and topmost state of knowledge. Maharaj often quoted him as an ideal sadhu in His 

discourses. Gopalanand Swami being an ashtangyog-siddha Yogiraj, was able to revive back the forgotten 

memories. Maharaj had appointed him as the Head of both the districts, and commanded His followers to 

observe their dharma and obey his instructions. Nityanand Swami being a highly intellectual and learned 

person knew the meanings of all the scriptures, and was clever in defeating the opponents of the fellowship 

in debates. He was always automatically selected to speak on Veda, Vedants and Puranas in the presence of 

Maharaj. Shukanand Swami used to compile and do letter writing for Maharaj, He used to follow Maharaj 

like His shadow and always followed His commands in His presence. Thus, these Santos were quite capable 

to understand and interpret Bhagwan Swaminarayan’s discourses and present their mysteries and meanings 

in His own words. These Santos were not only capable intellectuals, but were always the loyal, obedient and 

humble das-sevaks of manifest Parbrahma Purushottam Narayan. These editing Santos were not any paid 

persons doing the editing work, but were totally dedicated Santos to ShreejiMaharaj, who had, only to 

please Him, honestly attempted to live their whole life according to His commands. They had forfeited this 

world’s honors, greatness, power, wealth and fame. Therefore, they had no personal sentiment to gain 

fame, or other interest in this editing work, for which people are tempted to do adverse things. They had 

done this editing task just to please their Ishtadev, without any expectations of worldly gains or without any 

personal gains, unselfishly, with pure intentions, and for the benefit of others. They have regarded and 

worshipped Maharaj as their Ishtadev during their whole life time. Therefore, it is natural that they would 

never do anything, anywhere that displeases Maharaj or something which He dislikes. These Paramhansas’ 

life was completely honest with the firm conviction that Maharaj is supreme, all knowing, and omniscient 

and always with us, sees everything, knows everything. These Paramhansas were completely honest, 

devotional, and fully alert and aware of their responsibilities, and would never ever dream of cheating or 

deceiving Maharaj to do as they pleased. This is evident from their life and from studying the questions they 

have asked. Let us read two of the questions as samples that Muktanand Swami and Nityanand Swami, each 

have asked from many of the questions asked by these four saints: 

Muktanand Swami 

• “The jiva is distinct from the indriyas, antahkaran, and pran; it is also distinct from three states, waking, 

dream and deep sleep and the three bodies, sthul, sukshma and karan. After hearing this in satsang, a firm 

conviction regarding this fact has been cultivated. Why then, does the blissful jivatma still associate with the 

indriyas, antahkaran etc., while engaged in the worship and remembrance of Parmatma and thereby 

become miserable due to the influence of disturbing thoughts? (Vach.Gadhada I/56) 

• “How can one remain composed even under the influence of lust, anger, avarice and fear? 

(Vach.Gadhada I/61)  

 

3. Originality of “Swamini Vato” compared to other discourses - based on content. (3.7/101) 
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The subjects chosen in Swamini Vaato, are distinct when compared to other Vaatos. In other Paramhansas 

Vaatos, one will find Shreeji Maharaj’s incidents, and occasional advises rendered by Him. No doubt, for the 

personal nourishment of any santo-haribhaktos of the Sampradaya, these books are very useful, and for any 

aspirant it is essential to read, remember and think about their Ishtdev’s leelacharitro. Although these books 

have their importance in the Sampradaya, but it is very clear that Shreeji Maharaj’s personal opinion and 

principle, shuddha upasana and swarupnishtha, and self-realization are not seen as clear in other Vaatos. 

Although Gopalanand Swami’s Vaato do contain the principle and upasana, but still, they are at par with 

Gunatitanand Swami’s Vaato. 

Also, the sting and the piercing strength seen in Swami’s Vaato to erode the roots of materialistic desires, 

drawbacks, and to become brahmarup, are not seen in other Vaatos. Further, the insistence to accomplish 

dharma, gnan, vairagya, and the determination to attain ekantik dharma, the ways to achieve them, and to 

recognize the good and bad companies, and stay away from them, as also ways to abstain from them, is also 

not seen other Vaatos. Nobody has consistently talked as much as Gunatitanand Swami on the necessity of 

ekantik Satpurush and discourses in sadhana. This instance is not seen any one’s vaatos. Also, no other 

vaatos can be as useful as Swami’s Vaatos to understand the principles of Vachanamrut and its mysteries. If 

one were to study impartially and from different angles Swami’s Vaato and other paramhansas’ Vaato, it will 

be observed that the subjects covered and explained in Swami’s Vaato are much more varied and quite 

distinct from each other 

 

OR 

 

4. Swamini Vato: Significance of various teachings in the Vachanamrut. (3.7.2/111) 

Maharaj gave different sermons based on the type of audience. He emphasizes on different spiritual 

endeavors and virtues according to circumstances. So sometimes a person does realize the true opinion of 

Maharaj and what one has to do for liberation, but Swami has clearly given his opinion on this, such as: One 

person asked Swami “Throughout the Vachanamrut, in some places the strength of refuge in God is 

described, in some places that of dharma, in some places that of detachment, in some places that of atma-

realization, and also in some places spiritual means have been described. Of these, please name one in 

which all are included and by which ultimate moksha is attained.” So Swami said, “If one has upasana and 

the highest level of conviction in the supreme form of God, then with these two all spiritual means will come 

automatically.” (Swamini Vaat: 6/294) 

Maharaj has delivered countless discourses for the moksha of the jiva. Of them, four are the life force of the 

jiva. What are they? Firstly, Maharaj’s upasana, secondly Maharaj’s commands, thirdly attachment with the 

great God-realized Sadhu, and fourthly friendship with the devotees. These four principles are the life-force 

of the jiva” Swamini Vaat: 3/17) 

 

Q. 5 Write concisely on the following. (In 15 lines.) (Total Marks: 10) 

 

MARCH 2015 

 

1. Deficiency in thorough attachment with God and sadhus. (3.7.5/128) 

Now suppose the Sadhak is staying with Bhagwan and Sadhu and observes the instructions even then, he 

has not amalgamated with Bhagwan and Sadhu. Therefore, He does not gain the virtue of the Satpurush and 

he does not become Brahmarup. Pointing to this imperfection and explaining the correct method to become 
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Brahmarup, Swami said: “When such a Sadguru is served, the jiva becomes pure. He has been attained, but 

nobody hands surrenders the jiva to Him. Without surrendering over the jiva how can the enlightened state 

be attained? The extent, to which the jiva is surrendered, is the extent of fulfilment attained, and the extent 

to which it is not surrendered over, that much is not attained. So, when it is completely surrendered than he 

shall attain the state of enlightenment.” (Swamini Vaat: 6/225). “At that someone asked “How does one 

attain the virtues that cause peace within others?” Then Swami said, “Such virtues are not easily attained; 

however much an aspirant stays together with or serves (the Satpurush) and however much he does as told, 

still the virtues of the great are not easily attained.” Then again someone asked with folded hands, “O 

Maharaj, by what means are such virtues attained? And it is said at many places in the Vachanamrut that 

the virtues of the Satpurush are attained by the aspirant?” Then Swami said, “The virtues of the Satpurush 

are attained only if one understands him as being free of any faults, as all-knowing and if one keeps no 

distance from him. Then the virtues of the Satpurush develop in the aspirant, but without this, they never 

develop.” (Swamini Vaat: 3/34). “In Satsang there is talk that the jiva becomes Brahmarup. Then someone 

asked, “There is such talk in Satsang, yet why does the jiva not become Brahmarup?” “Then Swami said, 

“Because the jiva has not become attached to the Satpurush with affection. And even if the jiva has become 

attached to the Satpurush, it does not trust Him.” Then someone asked, “If the Jiva has been attached with 

affection, why does trust not develop?” The Swami said “This Jala Bhakta has firmly attached his Jiva to me, 

but does not trust me.” The n he added, “There may be trust, but one does not honestly confess. And if one 

is totally honest then the Jiva cannot remain without becoming Brahmarup. That is a fact.” (Swamini Vaat: 

3/33). 

 

OR 

 

2. Vachanamrut: Integrative philosophy. (2.7.6/63) 

God’s real form can only be understood through the four scriptures; Like sankhya, yoga, Vedant, and 

Panchratra, after explaining minutely as to what type of obstacles befall when one tries to understand it on 

the bases of any one or other three scriptures, Maharaj says in Vachnamrut Gadhada I/52: “However, if one 

attempts to realize God using all four sets of scriptures together, then the flaw raised by one understanding 

of one set of scriptures is corrected by one’s understanding of another. Therefore, he who understands God 

using all four sets of scriptures together is known as being completely enlightened. If he ignores one set of 

scriptures, he is known as being three quarters enlightened. If he ignores two sets of scriptures, he is known 

as being half enlightened. If he ignores three sets of scriptures” He is known as being quarter enlightened. If 

ignoring all four sets of scriptures he acts according to his own mentally concocted interpretations of the 
scriptures, then even if he is a Vedanti or one with upasana, he is lost’ he cannot be said to have found the 

path of liberations. Thus, such a vedantic gnan hypocritical, and a person with such upasana is a hypocritical 

devotee.” In explaining the complete enlightenment: as to understand God only through all four sets of 

scriptures, Maharaj in Vachanamrut Gadhada III/2 states, “Only one who realizes God through these four 

scriptures can be said to possess total gnan. For example, only when one sees with one’s eyes, does one 

come to know that milk is white; only when one smells with one’s nose does one come to know its smell; 

only when one touches it with one’s finger, does one come to know whether it is hot or cold; and only when 

one tastes it one’s tongue, does one come to know its tastes. In this manner, only when milk is tested 

through all of the indriyas can one totally know its nature; it cannot be totally known through one indriyas 

alone. Similarly, one realizes God’s nature totally when one realizes it through its four scriptures, i.e., the 

Vedas, etc., to have such knowledge is called total gnan.” From the above two contexts of the Vachanamrut 

one can see that whatever Maharaj has talked about philosophy, He has said it after deeply thinking from all 

the angles and as systematic sequence of all the scriptures, and therefore is completely and totally real.   
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3. Gunatitanand Swami disregarded his body. (3.6.2/83) 

Combined with austerity, renunciation and detachment, he had also complete disregard for his body. He has 

never worried about his body. He had made his body like a shoe. He used to be happy if his body had to 

suffer, and in case of adversity he used to be happier. He has never fallen back due to bodily pain, 

inconvenience or difficulties. Talking about disregard for his body, he says:  

We stayed 22 years in forests, get food after three days; we used to stay in cold, heat, rain and ice. Also 

stayed in heaps of grass and stayed covered by a cotton blanket. We have suffered such difficulties. 

(Swamini Vaat, 6/67). ‘In the reverence and condemnation’ Vachanamrut, it is said that “those who have 

understood God’s glory become worried when they get good material objects.” Then a sadhu asked: “Why 

does he become depressed on getting good material pleasures of?” Swami said: “Like the others who 

become depressed with inferior objects of pleasure, similarly, this sadhu becomes worried with good 

material pleasures!” I did not want to keep even a seat but I kept it because the sadhus insisted. However, I 

do not like it and I spread it as much as others do for their seats and that too, because of old age. But I can 

do without it also. There is no enjoyment like sitting on bare ground. And it is good if transport is not used 

too much. I sit on whatever I get, but what is the necessity of better facilities? Also I do not like luxury or this 

guest-house, but I have been commanded, so what can I do? Otherwise, what worth is there in all this? 

Whatever service can be done is of value, otherwise I really like the forest. (Swamini Vaat, 6/128). “What 

does one want to do with the physical body? People pamper it and protect it like a bubble. Do not keep it 

like that. Make it like a shoe. See this, my feet are like metal so that even thorns do not hurt; and they do 

not burn either. Once I was going to Maharaj, and on the way, the sharp thorns cracked under my feet and I 

continued walking. Nothing happened. Therefore, if the body is kept very delicately then even if a slight 

breeze does not blow, the jiva feels discomfort from within. Therefore, do not keep the body like this. 

(Swamini Vaat, 6/179). From his above words, one can see his disregard for body. Only one who has 

complete disregard for bodily comforts, no desire to preserve it, could one travel from village to village, and 

devotees house to house, at immense pain to his body, could serve like that. To the last breath in his body, 

Gunatitanand swami has suffered inconveniences and difficulties. Also, once he stood for hours in a dark 

night under a roof in rain for Maharaj’s darshan in the flash of lightening. Once he ran back-footed with 

Maharaj on His Manaki Ghodi (Manaki the mare) for Maharaj’s darshan. From several such instances one 

can see his complete disregard for his body.  In short, it is to be said that such virtues like austerity, 

renunciation, detachment and disregard for body, had blossomed in full in Gunatitanand swami’s life. His 

behavior complemented his talk, that is why they penetrated the hearts of the aspirants, and they too used 

to become intoxicated with austerity and detachment. During the camp of discourses in Vartal, Swami’s talk 

were so effective that the sweets remained untouched during the camp. 

 

OR 

 

4. The difference between avatars and the avatari in Gunatitanand Swami’s Vato. (3.7.4/117) 

Gunatitanand Swami has very often clarified that there is no fundamental similarities between all the 

avatars, Ram-Krishna etc., and source of all the avatars Shreeji Maharaj. Both are fundamentally different. 

Swami explains this by giving worldly example on the difference between avatar and avatari. Swami said 

once “How should one understand the difference between an Avatar and the source of avatars” Someone 

replied: “like an ac tor and his role.” Then Swami said: “The difference between the Avatar and their source 

is not like that, the difference should be known to be like that between the King and his nobleman, an 

archer and the arrow, and the stars and the moon.” (Swamini Vaat: 6/34). “Other great avatars are like 

Parasmani, and Purushottam is Chintamani.” (Swamini Vaat: 2/171). “All avatars are like magnets. Some of 
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them weigh several kilos, some ten kilos, some hundreds of kilos and some hundreds of thousands of kilos. 

Of them, a magnet weighing several kilos attracts the metal of this mandirs, a magnet weighing tons of kilos 

attracts the metal of the entire city; a magnet weighing hundreds of kilos attracts the metal of the whole 

country; and a magnet weighing hundreds of thousands of kilos attracts metal of an entire region. And 

today, a whole of mountain of magnet has come. Otherwise, how would the whole universe be attracted? 

With this, Swami said. “Jivas are drawn to previous avatars according to their powers. And today the source 

of all avatars, the cause of all causes, Purushottam, has come. And seeing Him, the lords of countless abodes 

and the liberated souls in them are drawn to Maharaj’s murti; just as on encountering a mountain of 

magnet, the nails of a ship are attracted.” (Swamini Vaat: 3/4)  

“There are three grades of snake charmers: vadi, fulvadi, and gardi. Of these, a vadi captures meek snakes, a 

fulvadi captures those, which are easy to catch, else uses a cloth tie to kill them; and before a gardi all types 

of snakes, even cobras dance. This is an illustration and its principle is that Dattattraya, Kapil are in place of a 

vadi, they can liberate aspirants. Ramchandra and Shree Krishna are in place of a Fulvadi. They only liberate 

those who fulfil their promise and those who do not obey will be liberated by a stroke of sword. Whereas 

Maharaj is like a gardi, and before Him jivas, Ishwars, Purush and Akshar, etc., all stand with folded hands.” 

(Swamini Vaat: 3/5). Thus Swami has not left any stone unturned in making known the Supreme form of 

Maharaj. Irrespective of whether someone is able to digest his talks, he has continued talking non-stop 

about it. 

 

MARCH 2016 

 

1. Faithful and honest compilers of Vachanamrut: Nityanand Swami. (2.6.6/50) 

 “What is the method of becoming free of worldly desires? Is it listening to the talks or is it Vairagya?” (Vach. 

Gadhada I/73) 

• “What is the method for overcoming the enemies like lust, anger etc? (Vach. Loya) 

It is clearly evident from deep and thoughtful study of the above and other questions, which the editing 

saints have asked, that, they were honest. In some of the questions they have asked, they have opened their 

hearts in the public without being afraid in the least of their own position, importance, and fame, as to what 

people will think of them or believe of them. They have asked questions about their weaknesses or defects 

before people in the open assembly and asked for Maharaj’s guidance about it. Such questions do not arise 

in one’s heart, without the firm conviction, desire and honest efforts to progress in the path of spiritual 

realization, and even if they arise, they would not dare raise them in the public. How can a person who is 

deceitful and full of hypocrisy, who is always trying to show off his importance and goodness, ask questions 

in public about the problems to eradicate his faults and defects? These Paramhansas were Sadgurus, elderly, 

and well-known. If they were not honest, they would not have asked questions to Maharaj in the public 

showing them lowly. Even if someone did ask such questions in the public, when editing them, he would 

delete them and not print them in a book. People would soon forget what they have heard in the public, but 

what is written in a book, would be read for thousands of years, thought of, and it is very likely that they 

would form a low opinion about their lives. But these editing Santos have had no such fear in their hearts, 

because they were honest. Had they not been honest they would not have included such questions in the 

Vachanamrut, or, wherever there was a possibility of a person’s image being tarnished, they have, in that 

place, stated ‘one saint’ or ‘one saint asked’ and tried to protect that person’s image; in that way, to protect 

their own images, they would not have indicated their names. Also, in many Vachanamruts, we note that 

these editor saints have not been to answer the questions raised by Maharaj, other Paramhansas or 

devotees, or they have not been able to give a completely satisfactory answer. If they were not honest, they 

would not have indicated their own names in the questions asked by them. But, were they conscious of their 
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prestige? No. Their only good intention was to see that the aspirants hear proper answers to their questions 

from their Ishtadev ShreejiMaharaj and the spread of His Greatness. That is why when answering questions 

they have not tried to show off their intelligence. Sometimes, at the instance of Maharaj, and only to please 

Him they have tried their level best to answer correctly as far as they could, but in the end, they have said, 

with folded hands: ‘O Maharaj! Only you can answer to this question properly.’ Here also we see their 

honesty. Sometimes, ShreejiMaharaj has said some tough and harsh words to His devotees in the public by 

scolding them about their defects or shortcomings, but this was only because of His pledged concern for 

them to ensure that they not an iota of imperfection remain in them. Not only that, but on the other hand, 

His true aspirants, these Santos and devotees have accepted their mistakes openly in public. Included 

amongst such honest listeners were several Paramhansas, devotees and these editor paramhansas also. 

Without being afraid or shy about any of their shortcomings or defects, they have, with the honesty of their 

hearts and truthfulness, included in the Vachanamrut. We shall consider here four such examples: 

• Once when Maharaj asked the Paramhansas to speak about their own specialties, Muktanand Swami 

had said that if a bad-tempered person was rushing with anger, and if he sees me, then his anger will get 

diluted. Maharaj asks Muktanand Swami- by only seeing whom one’s anger is diluted-one question in 

Vachanamrut Gadhada II/27: “What causes anger to arise within you? Also, how m much of that cause 

makes you angry? Also how much of that cause does it take you to become angry?” Muktanand Swami 

replies: “Anger arises due to association with some objects or on seeing perversity in a person; but it 

subsides instantly.” Shreeji Maharaj says in Vachanamrut Gadhada III/33: “In the satsang fellowship, there 

are only a few devotees whose mind would not be affected by wealth, property, women, children etc., and 

who would not develop faith in those who fulfil the desires related to those things. In fact, there cannot be 

many devotees who are like this.” Saying this ShreejiMaharaj continued: “ This Muktanand Swami and 

Gopalanand Swami are like that, because in no way would they become impressed by anyone, no matter 

how great he may be-even if he were to show miracles.” Thus, praising the state of these two top sadgurus, 

He then said: “even though these two sadhus are so great, if they were to receive an abundance of honor, or 

if heaps of rupees and gold coin were to be placed before them, or if they were to encounter attractive 

women, then even though they are renunciants, they would not be able to maintain their integrity. In fact, if 

they do encounter these objects, then it is doubtful whether they would remain on par with the lowest of 

our renunciants. Why? Because the very association of those objects is like this.” 

• In Vachanamrut Gadhada III/28 Maharaj asks Brahmanand Swami, Shukmuni Swami and Sura Khachar, 

all three of them: “ What flaws do you possess which would make you suffer a setback?” “The three of them 

answered: Maharaj, we have flaw of egotism. As a result, if a sadhu of equal status insults us, we become 

somewhat disturbed.” 

• In Vachanamrut Gadhada III/24 Maharaj says “The three senior ladies of this place and Gopalanand 

Swami, Muktanand Swami, Nityanand Swami, Shukmuni Swami, Somla Khachar and Dada Khachar-all of you 

presently behave very well. However, if from factors of place, time, company and action were to become 

unfavorable then there is no doubt that your enthusiasm would not remain as it is now.” Several such facts 

can be found in Vachanamrut in which, there are indications to the defects, or shortcomings in the spiritual 

state of the editing Santos like any other Santos and devotees. Had they wished, they could have kept these 

incidents out of the Vachanamrut. But because they were honest, they have not done so, That is why they 

have honestly attempted to put it in their own words whatever had happened at that time and whatever 

Maharaj had said. They have preferred to show Maharaj’s greatness instead of their own. Because of the 

honesty and the devotion of the editing paramhansas in the editing work, the authenticity of the 

Vachanamrut containing Maharaj’s discourses has increased manifold.  

 

1. The Sculptor of Brahmi sthiti, Gunatitanand Swami: Stories of Spiritual Transformation. (3.6.3/93) 



19 
 

As an expert sculptor makes a beautiful idol from an unpolished stone, so has Gunatitanand Swami 

transformed people who were like stones, mountains of sin, wretched and animal like, by nurturing them 

into true human beings. He has removed from their hearts their bad habits, devilish conduct, and spread the 

fragrance of good virtues in them. He has removed the darkness of ignorance from their hearts and spread 

there the light of knowledge, e.g., Munjo Suru of village Lilakha was very fond of hunting, and full of 

addictions. Eating meat and drinking liquor were his daily routine. He used to take away the goats and lambs 

of the shepherds and slash them like cocoanuts for his meals. Swami transformed him by talking, initiated 

him as a satsangi, and taught him the lessons of humanity. Valero Varu of village Babariyawad Manasahad 

had become an outlaw. He used to harass the people of the nearby villages, by beating, robbing, and 

terrorizing them. He would kill innocent peasants while they were farming, rob the wedding party and kill 

the bridegroom. This Valero Varu, who attempted to rob the santos came in the sights of Swami. By listening 

to Swamishri’s fact full and kind talks, he realized his mistakes, and from a demon he was transformed into a 

human being. Ramo Hati of Maliya was another such deceitful person. He also was full of all the addictions 

and brave. But by listening to Swami’s meaningful and heart-piercing preachings, he also repented and 

promised to leave all his addictions and become a true human being. Dajibhai of village Kamrol was full of all 

the addictions like, liquor, meat, adultery etc., it was his daily routine to kill several sparrows and eat their 

tongues. Swami converted such a mountain of sin by preaching to him, and diverted him to the path of 

humanity. Swami has transformed several such wicked jivas by removing their wickedness, their bad habits, 

faults and addictions and enlightened in them the light of humanity. By talking to such jivas He gradually 

transformed them from simple human beings into Godlike beings. Going further, he uplifted their worldly 

desires to spirituality. He made them walk and run on the path of Brahmi Sthiti. That is why, Gunatitanand 

Swami had once said to Raghuvirji Maharaj “Maharaj! I have explained the satsang to such an extent to the 

devotees of Sorath, that if I wish I could fill the steep-well of Khengar-vav right up to the brim with the heads 

of the satsangis. Thus, Swamishri had, by continuously giving discourses, cultivated a large group of santos-

haribhaktos who were firm believers of Agna-Upasana, who lived with each other harmoniously and were 

prepared to serve in every way. Even those jivas who were good, cultured, and aspirants, he made them by 

constantly awakening them, making them aware of their faults, and transformed them into Brahmarup. 

There were hundreds like Upendranand Swami, Ghanshyamdas Swami, Vasudev Swami, and the Mahant of 

Dholera, whom he had transformed them by correcting their faults and made them happier. He had 

spiritually developed hundreds of devotees like Shivlal Sheth of Botad, Vaghjeebhai of Vaso, Lalabhai of 

Upleta, Rayo Desai of Kamigadh, Karsan Bambhaniyo of Hamapar, Ram Bhanderi of Chadiya, Velo Sathvaro 

of Bagasara, Abhaysinh Darbar of Lodhika and Ganod. Acharya Raghuvirji Maharaj was one of such aspirants 

whose complexes were melted in the gymnasium of Swami’s discourses and who became Swamirup. The 

rajogun of Keshavprasadji Maharaj of Amdavad disappered, and Jaga Swami was relived ofall his internal-

outward problems. He had made Bhagatji Maharaj’s armor so strong that nothing could pierce it. Also, He 

had further strengthened the Supremeness of Maharaj in the minds of those stable santos who were in 

close contact with Maharaj, such as Bhayatmanand Swami, Shukanand Swami, Muktanand Swami, and 

Premanand Swami. He had continuous talked to hundreds of santos and devotees of Sorath by talking to 

them of his being Aksharbrahma and the Supremeness of Shreeji Maharaj, thereby strengthening their 

belief and thus opening the doors of salvation through pure upasana. Thus, Gunatitanand Swami had, by 

talking to whoever came in His contact, according to their faith and aspirations, by melting their worldly 

desires, converted them from their jivdasha and made them realize Brahmi sthiti. 

 

MARCH 2017 

 

1. Bhagwan Swaminarayan: The true knower and experiencer of Brahmvidya (2.4.2/26) 
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 The authenticity of a person’s words on any topic depends on his/her complete knowledge or mastery and 

experience of the topic. How much can we believe if an engineer lectures on by-pass surgery? Perhaps, one 

may hear it, but who will trust him and go to him for a bye-pass surgery? Or who will go to a heart-surgeon 

to get his house’s design? No-one as they not only lack knowledge in those topics but also lack in 

experience. Similarly, one cannot trust on someone talking about Brahmvidya who has no deep knowledge 

or experience of the topic. Shreeji Maharaj is not such a Preacher. The preacher of Brahmvidya, Shreeji 

Maharaj is not merely a knower of its fundamental principles and the scriptures associated with it, but also 

have experienced Brahmvidya. That is why, one may not find Him talking about simply reading from the 

scriptures, or something thought out, remembered or arranged by Him. His talks are those of His own 

experience. An extraordinary intelligent person and one possessing acute memory may, after 

reading/cramming, editing and arranging the scriptures, be able to talk logically, but it is possible that he 

does not have the experience of spirituality. He may not have tried to put into practice the talks of the 

scriptures in his life. He may not have walked even a step towards the realization of spirituality. Mere 

reading of the scriptures does not do any good to anyone. Explaining this, ShreejiMaharaj says in 

Vachanamrut: Gadhada I/18: “The matter is such that only one who understands it, and acts exactly 

according to it will become a mukta. Otherwise, even by listening to, or studying and understanding the 

meanings of the four Vedas, six Shastras, eighteen Purans, and the Mahabharata and other historical 

scriptures, one cannot become a mukta.” Gadhada I/50:“Others may know the precise meanings of the 

various Shastras, Purans and historical scriptures, yet they too do nothing to safeguard their liberation.” 

Albeit the knowledge of the scriptures is essential in Brahmvidya, if one does not live as per scriptures 

directives, then that knowledge of the scriptures does not help towards liberation. That is why, explaining 

the true definition of the knowledge, Shreeji Maharaj says in Vachnamrut Loya 7: “knowing God perfectly 

means knowing the manifest form of God through the indriyas, the antahkaran, and experience. Only then 

can one be said to possess perfect gnan. However, if anyone of these three types of gnan is lacking, one 

cannot be said to have realized ultimate gnan, nor can one overcome the cycle of births and deaths.” Thus, if 

unpractical, inexperienced and immature knowledge cannot not do any good to the person himself, what 

good can it do others? The talks of Brahmvidya, without self-experience, even if they are backed by logics, 

intelligent arguments, contexts and incidents, instead of guiding a true aspirant on the correct path, they 

will only mislead him and destroy him. More harm than good comes from listening to such talks. The 

Preacher of the Vachnamrut, Shreeji Maharaj, is not only the expert-knower of the scriptures, but He is also 

an experienced person of Brahmvidya i.e., spiritual upliftment. He has not talked simply by arranging the 

words of scriptures on the strength of his intelligence, but has implemented them in His life and after 

gaining experience, has talked about them. He Himself talks about it: Vachnamrut Gadhada II/13: “This 

discourse is based in what I have seen and realized through My own experience. …this principle, which I 

have revealed before you is the very essence of all of the scriptures, and it is My own experience. I have 

talked to you having seen it with My own eyes. In fact, I swear by all of you paramhansas that I have seen 

these facts with My own eyes. Vachanamrut Gadhada III/39: “I deliver these discourses not from any 

imagination of My mind, nor to display any sort of aptitude. I have experienced all that I have spoken about. 

In fact, I speak in accordance to what I practice. Outwardly, I may have a great deal of contact with women, 

wealth and panchvishayas. In fact, wherever I go-Surat, Amdavad, Vadodara, Vartal, etc., thousands of 

people gather, they obey Me, honor Me, and welcome Me with great fanfare. There I stay in luxurious 

places and receive rich clothes, vehicles etc., Despite all of this, whenever I look towards My atma, and 

towards the greatness of God, it all seems absolutely insignificant. I cannot become attached to any of it. In 

fact, I become oblivious to it all, just as one is oblivious to one’s past lives. The reason I can behave in such 

manner is that I have thoroughly realized the afore-mentioned two topics. ” The meaning of the above two 

contexts is that whatever Maharaj says is after realizing and experiencing the spiritual talks in His own life. 
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Despite He Himself being Purushottam Narayan, for the good of general public, common men and future 

followers He remained as an ideal aspirant, because when an emancipated person begins self-realization, 

His ideals of an aspirant becomes live. An aspirant can, by looking at Him, observe and test his own progress. 

A living person’s ideals can be more effective than thousands of words of advice. Maharaj has done this self-

realization to kindle this faith in the hearts of the aspirants, so that one may reach the topmost position with 

this human body on the way to self-realization and Maharaj has also talked about it. That is why, by His 

Grace, His self-realization has appeared in the Vachanamrut very nicely. Whatever virtues required in an 

ideal (adarsh) aspirant can be seen in His personality. Before talking further about Maharaj’s self-realization, 

let us once again understand very clearly that His self-realization was not to be free from maya or to become 

a siddha. His being worshipped or regarded as Bhagwan is not because of his becoming a siddha by self-

realization. Since eternity He is Himself independently Purna Purushottam Narayan. That is why whenever 

Maharaj has talked about His self-realization efforts, the editing paramhansas of the Vachnamrut have made 

it specifically clear that His talks about self-realization are for teaching the devotees, otherwise He Himself is 

Purna Purushottam Narayan present.(Vachnamrut Gadhada I/44, Loya 14, Gadhada II/55,and Gadhada 

III/30). Also, Gunatitanand Swami, who understood Maharaj’s opinion and the meaning behind His words, 

says in Vaato Swamini Vaato   “Maharaj has described His own human behavior but it should be understood 

as that of His Mukta, and Purushottam and His divine above Akshar, both are above that kind of human 

behavior and do not attribute any human traits to them. ” (Swamini Vaato 5/146). Thus, from the 

clarifications made by the editors of the Vachanamrut and Gunatitanand Swami, we can confidently say that 

whatever Maharaj’s sadhana (self-realization) and his talks about it are only for the ideals of the aspirants, 

but He Himsef is pragat Purushottam Narayan. 

 

2. Senior paramhansas praise Swami’s talks. (3.5/75) 

Although Gunatitanand Swami was not an expert Pandit of the scriptures from worldly point of view, but 

hearing his talks on the essence of the scriptures, even great learned persons’ hearts used to get pierced. 

Everyone used to realize that the strength of experienced talks was greater than the mere memorized words 

of the scriptures. These Gunatit talks are like the English steel or cannons of the Portuguese. These talks can 

convert jiva to Brahmarup by destroying its eternal ignorance. This was the experience of all those who used 

to hear swami. On Shreeji Maharaj’s command, all the elderly paramhansas and house holder disciples used 

to come to Junagadh for Swami’s confluence. Even Acharya Raghuvirji Maharaj and Acharya 

Ayodhyaprasadji Maharaj also used to come. Also, Swami often used to go to Gadhada, Vartal, and Amdavad 

and give discourses there too. Both the Acharyas, all the Paramhansas, and the devotees were gratified on 

hearing Swami’s talks. Some of the talks of Gunatitanand Swami were like a sharp, double-edged sword, and 

harsh, but still everyone liked them like a crystal of sugar and enjoyed them like nectar. That is elderly and 

learned santos like Gopalanand Swami, Nityanand Swami and Shukanand Swami used to praise 

Gunatitanand Swami freely and open heart, e.g., when Gunatitanand Swami used to talk about the 

supremacy of Maharaj, Gopalanand Swami would say: “ Oho, as Swami Himself is the incarnation of 

Aksharbrahm, he is not bound by the restraints of the Veda. “Once Gopalanand Swami went to Junagadh 

and stayed there for four months. Hearing Gunatitanand Swami talking about the supreme greatness of 

Maharaj, he exclaimed: “They talk 25% about it in Vartal, 50% in Gadhada but here, in Junagadh, they speak 

about it up to their heart’s content.” Whenever Gunatitanand Swami used to talk about renunciation, non-

attachment, and dharma-niyam, some sadhus used to get intoxicated by it. Nityanand Swami, at that time 

used to say “Whilst Nishkulanand Swami has uprooted the five vishayas by writing books; Gunatitanand 

Swami cuts the roots of panchvishayas by his talks. “Once Nityanand Swami was in Junagadh and was doing 

his morning puja. Gunatitanand Swami, at that time was giving powerful talk before the assembly, hearing 

which, Nityanand Swami exclaimed: “Today we saw Swami in his true form as described by Maharaj. Good 
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that he is at it. How convincingly He talks! No one else can speak like that. How anyone can speak like that if 

One’s behavior is not good? And even if he speaks there will be no conviction in it and no one will believe 

him” so saying Nityanand Swami went into a trance. Again he awoke and said, “Swami’s talks and behavior 

are same. He may perhaps control his speech, but in behavior He never departs in the slightest from the 

commands of Shreeji. He has completely covered Sorath with his talks.” Once Sadguru Shukanand Swami 

had also said in Surat, “The way infinite jivas were attracted by Shreeji Maharaj’s talks, same way also 

thousands of aspirants are also attracted by Swami’s talks. People feel equally satisfied by Gunatitanand 

Swami’s vatos as they are as good as those of Maharaj.” Raghuvirji Maharaj came to Junagadh for Swami’s 

samagam by becoming a tirthwasi, i.e. without any attendants. One day, Gunatitanand Swami talked about 

Maharaj’s extreme glory and upasana, hearing which Raghuvirji Maharaj said: “Swami, Today you said so 

many things worth understanding. These talks can lead to Akshardham by removing deficiency of hundred 

millions of births.” Thus, whoever has heard Gunatitanand Swami’s talks, every one of them has realized the 

incomparable greatness of Swami’s vato. 

 

MARCH 2018 

 

1. Gunatitanand Swami: Steadfastness in following the panchvartmans and manifest experience of Atma-

Paramatma. (3.6.2/87-89) 

 The distinct feature of the Swaminarayan sadhus is because of their observance of the five religious vows, 

Nishkam (celibacy), Nirlobh (non-greed) Nisneh (Detachment), Niswad (detachment from pleasure of taste) 

and Nirman (humility)- these five vows must be observed by all the Swaminarayan sadhus. Shreeji Maharah 

presented the society with such sadhus observing these five panchvartman. (Vows) And amongst all these 

Gunatitanand Swami was unique. He was perfect and brave in observing these five vows. In the above 

explanations there is an indication of his panchvartman also. There are also several other incidents of his 

firmness in observing the five vows. It is not possible to include all of them here. We shall only look at one 

such incident to understand his firmness to observe these five vows. In Samvat 1983 after the festival of 

Prabodhini Ekadashi, Maharaj held an assembly of all the paramhansas in Akshar-ordi. He told all the santos: 

“All of you must observe the five vows strictly, and I want an assurance from each of you that none of you 

will transgress from them. For that I want each one of you to vouch for the other. ” Then each of the Sant 

vouched for his partner. Exactly at that time Gunatitanand Swami arrived there from Junagadh and 

straightaway came to Akshar-Ordi for Maharaj’s darshan. Seeing him Brahmanand Swami said: “Now, who 

will vouch for Gunatitanand Swami? All of those sitting here have vouched for each other for the strict 

observance of panchvartman. There is none remaining.” Hearing this, Maharaj said: “Swami, We are His 

Guarantor since eternity.” The assembly was spellbound on hearing this. For one whose guarantor is 

Maharaj since eternity, what further need be said about his firmness in observing the five vows? Shreeji 

Maharaj says in Vachanamrut Gadhada III/27: “The attributes of the sant: - being free of lust, avarice, 

egotism, taste, attachment, etc., has the direct relationship with God.” Because Gunatitanand had all these 

five virtues in him, it proves that He had direct relationship with Bhagwan Swaminarayan. Direct contact 

means direct experience, or realization of atma-parmatma. 

 Direct experience of Atma-Parmatma: The state of every aspirant on the path of spiritual self- realization is 

the highest, the direct experience of atma-parmatma means sakshatkar or realization. After constant and 

genuine labor, there could be a few aspirants out of hundreds and thousands who have reached to this 

stage in this birth. Majority of the aspirants stop being satisfied with having reached the stage of good 

virtues. The number of heroes reaching the state of realization of atma-parmatma is very few. Gunatitanand 

Swami had reached this stage naturally since childhood. He used to talk from childhood about seeing 

Maharaj and His divine deeds – lilas- and talk to his mother Sakarba about them. In 1845 when Mulji Bhakt 
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was 4 years old, once he said to his mother, “Ma, I would like to drink milk.” His mother told him: “I will first 

offer it to Thakorji and then give it to you.” On hearing this Mulji replied “Ma, Thakorji always resides in my 

heart. Thakorji was there when I was in your womb and even before that too. Thakorji is forever in me. 

When I eat, Thakorji eats with me, and when I sleep, Thakorji sleeps with me too. So, when I drink milk 

Thakorji will also drink milk with me. The Thakorji who is outside, and the one who is in me, are one and the 

same.” Sakarba, on hearing Mulji’s such knowledge-full talks, was pleasantly surprised. Then Sakarba gave 

the milk to Mulji, who drank it smilingly. At that time, Sakarba happened to look at Thakorji’s murti, when 

she saw a white line on the lips of Thakorji. She then believed Mulji’s words to be true. Also, on the 10th day 

of Fagan Sud in SY 1845, Mulji Bhakta said to his mother, “Ma, Ma, today my Lord Purushottam Narayan is 

being given the sacred thread (Yagnopavit) in Ayodhya, so sing the songs of janoi or Yagnopavit today.” 

Purna Purushottam Narayan was travelling in the forests. Mulji Bhakta used to see Him every day. Once, by 

being happy with this glimpse or darshan, he began singing: Vanma vahalo Vichare, te aavshe aapane gaam; 

Maata mujane jaan-jo tej prabhunu Dham. (Meaning: My dear Lord is travelling in the forests, One day he 

shall visit our Village; Ma, know me as that Lord’s abode) It is evident from the above incidents that for 

Gunatitanand Swami, Maharaj’s realization was since birth. Speaking about this natural state of his, he says 

in his Vaato: “I have to complete thousands of tasks, but if I forget God, even for a fraction of a second it 

takes to blink, and then I feel pain like as if my head has been split open.” Then someone asked: “You 

accomplish thousands of tasks, yet continually remember God like an uninterrupted flow of oil. How is this 

possible?” Then Swami answered: “Do you ever forget your body?” No Maharaj. Then Swami said: “If you 

forget your body, then I will forget Maharaj’s murti. Just as a fish moves, swims and acts in water, I walk, talk 

and do all the tasks immersed in the form of Maharaj, but forgetting Maharaj I never do anything.” (Vaat: 

3/65) “I can introspect and state that God is like this.” (Vaat: 6/120) 

  

2. Shriji Maharaj: Great zeal for renunciation. (2.4.2/30-32) 

Talking about his zeal for renunciation Maharaj says:  

a. Vachanamrut Kariyani 10: “A person who has great zeal in an endeavor would never be hindered, even if 

he were to face thousands of obstacles. That should be known to be true zeal. Just see, it has been 21 years 

since I first met Ramanand Swami. During this period I have come across countless devotees who have been 

offering, a countless variety of clothes, jewelry, food and drinks etc. Despite this, my mind has never been 

tempted by any of those objects. Why? Because I have zeal only for renunciation.”  

b. Vachanamrut Gadhada II/33: “Even though I am insistently offered the panchvishayas without actually 

wishing for them myself. I still do not have any desire for them. In fact, I push them away.”  

Because of intense and firm zeal for renunciation in His life, He left the worldly life without any temptations. 

His renunciation was natural, self-motivated, since birth, and detached. One can enunciate at an old age 

after enjoying the worldly pleasures but to enunciate at such a young age despite being in touch with 

worldly pleasures is not a child’s play. But still by leaving home and treading on the path of intense self-

realization, Ghanshyam (ShreejiMaharaj) has provided a glaring example to the future generation. 

Sometimes, one may leave home in a hurry, rage, or intoxication, but when difficult circumstances arise, 

when faced with mental and bodily hardships, when best of worldly pleasures tempt, such enunciations 

evaporate. Ghanshyam’s resolve was firm. Ghanshyam left home taking Nilkanth as His name. Ignoring the 

intense heat and cold, without caring for hunger and thirst, unafraid of wild animals, He arrived at the 

monastery of Shripur. The annual income of the mahant of this monastery was said to be Rupees one 

hundred thousand. When the mahant tempts Him by offering to appoint Him as his successor, He replies: 

“Why would I leave home if I had expectations of wealth or the ashram? I wish to give salvation to 

innumerable souls by going to the pilgrimages.” One can see in this reply, His intoxication of detachment-

renunciation and the humble desire to salvage innumerable souls. Nilkanth’s mission was clear. That is why 
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He was not tempted by offers of wealth, women and authority. Thus travelling, he arrived in Vanshipur city. 

The king, the queen and their two daughters, were all serving Nilkanth. Giving them the benefit of serving 

Him, he decides to proceed further. The King and the Queen beg Him to stay there and offer Him their 

Kingdom and both their daughters. Declining their offer Nilkanth tells them “I have not come here to be tied 

down in your kingdom or your daughters. I am born to relieve countless souls from the bonds of nature and 

illusions.” After giving these devotees the benefit of His service, one night Nilkanth leaves them sleeping; 

but is not tempted in the authority of the Kingdom, its wealth or their daughters. Nilkanth knows very well 

the difficulties He has already faced so far in the van-vicharan, and what He will be facing further. If He did 

not have the deep desire for renunciation, he would have been tempted in the worldly pleasures of the 

kingdom. During His seven years of van-vicharan, He had declined the offers of becoming the mahant or a 

head of so many monasteries, He firmly stuck to his mission and declined the humble offers of King 

Siddhvallabh, the King of Sirpur and also the Nepalese King of Butolnagar, King Mahadutt, and so many such 

kings to offer their everything at his feet. Even after coming to Gujarat and taking over the reign of the 

Fellowship (Sampradaya), He declined the offer of the Kingdom of Dharampur of 500 towns by its queen 

Kushalkunvarba. His mission was not to rule people but to rule the hearts of the people by transforming 

their lives and give them a clear vision of atma-parmatma. He did not need kingdoms for this. The above 

utterances of ShreejiMaharaj and by looking at some of the incidents of his life, one can get a glimpse of His 

zeal for renunciation. 

 

Q. 6 Write detailed notes on any ONE of the following topics. (In 25-30 lines.) (Total Marks: 10) 

 

MARCH 2015 

 

1.  Vachanamrut: A gentle and clear style, full of examples. (2.7.2/55) 

 The prescribed subject of the Vachanamrut is spiritual. It contains explanations related to substances like 

jiva, Ishwar, maya, brahma, para-brahma, and other subjects like austerities, renunciation, seva, satsang, 

restraint, dharma, gnan, vairagya, bhakti, trust, refuge, upasana, birth-death, reincarnation, and the 

principles of karma, restrictions, freedom, and the creation of the universe, its state, and destruction. When 

all these substances and subjects, which are difficult and full of mysteries, are very difficult to be understood 

even by the most intellectuals, then, how can an ordinary person or uneducated people understand them? It 

is a fact that among the listeners sitting before Maharaj, there were extremely capable intellectuals like 

Muktanand Swami, Gopalanand Swami, Nityanand Swami, Brahmanand Swami, Munibawa, Dinanath Bhatt 

and also half educated and uneducated people who could hardly understand colloquial Gujarati from the 

villages. Maharaj has explained by balancing such difficult discourses of spiritual nature and presented them 

before both these type of listeners so that everyone can understand them easily. To explain such difficult 

subjects of spiritual nature and its deepest mysteries in the Vachanamrut, Maharaj has liberally illustrated 

them with traditional examples, original examples, stories and the subjects from the purans, incidents of the 

haribhaktos, metaphors, idioms and proverbs. Maharaj’s expertise of using them is tremendous. Whenever 

and wherever, and whoever, He wants to explain something to, He has liberally used proverbs, idioms, 

similes, examples etc., depending on the person. Sometimes, He uses different examples, subjects and 

things to explain a particular principle; or sometimes by using only one example, one incident and one 

person, He explains or teaches several principles and lessons. Sometimes, He simply mentions these things, 

and sometimes He illustrates a verbal picture. Let us some see some such examples from the Vachanamrut:  
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• Vachanamrut Gadhada I/23: “A pot that is filled with water and emptied somewhere, if another pot of 

water is subsequently emptied at the same place on the following day or the day after that, a pool of 

water will not collect there. Why? Because the water poured on the first day dries up on that very day and 

the water poured on the second day also dries up on that same day. On the other hand, if a trickle of 

water were to flow continuously, a large pool of water could so be formed. Therefore, while eating, 

drinking, walking, engaging in any activity whatsoever-whether it be pure or impure-in fact, at all times, 

one should constantly keep one’s vrutti on God. While maintaining one’s vrutti constantly on God in this 

manner, one attains that abiding elevated spiritual state.”  

• Vachanamrut Kariyani 12: “If a man with teeth strong enough to chew raw chana were to eat a great many 

sour mangoes, then he would not be able to chew even boiled rice. In the same way, if a person who is 

strongly overpowered by lust, anger etc., were to listen to these discourses with faith and persistence, 

then that person would no longer be capable of indulging in the panchvishayas.”  

• Vachanamrut Loya 17: “Whoever has drunk sweetened milk that has been poisoned by the venom of a 

snake, even though he may be living at present, is sure to die-within half an hour or an hour, in the 

morning or in the evening, today or tomorrow, eventually, he will die. In the same manner, he who 

identifies his self with body will definitely bear contempt for the sadhu and will eventually fall from 

satsang-either after one month or after two months; after one year or after two years; or maybe at the 

time of death or even after death-he will certainly fall.”  

• Vachanamrut Gadhada II/6: “A wealthy businessman, if he writes a draft to pay some other merchant, 

then although, it seems that the piece of paper is not worth even a single rupee, it is indeed money, only 

when one cashes the draft the businessman had signed does one subsequently receive a large sum of 

money from that very same draft. Similarly, although at the time there may not seem to be any benefit in 

observing the moral do’s and don’ts, one who does observe dharma by command of a great Purush 

ultimately attains liberation-just as one received cash from drafts.”  

• Vachanamrut Vartal 12: “A king who is impotent, and who is about to lose his kingdom, and whose family 

line is about to cease, will still not be able to beget a son with his wife. In fact, even if he summons 

impotents like himself from his entire kingdom and allows them to associate with his wife, she will not 

beget a son. Similarly, no one attains liberation by hearing even holy scriptures like Gita and Shrimad 

Bhagwat from one who does not have faith in God coupled with the knowledge of His greatness, just as 

death is assured to whoever drinks sweetened milk into which snake’s venom has fallen, similarly, no one 

can ever attain liberation by listening to the Gita or Shrimad Bhagwat from a person who does not have 

faith in God coupled with the knowledge of His greatness. On the contrary, only harm can come from it.”  

• Vachanamrut Gadhada III/12:“Just as one who is touched by the saliva of a rabid dog also becomes rabid, 

similarly, of one listens to the talks of or keeps affection for one who has perceived faults in God or His 

Bhakta, then both the persons who keeps the affection as well as the listener become like a non-believer.”  

From the above examples, it is apparent that ShreejiMaharaj had mastery over that wonderful art of 

explaining the principles through examples. There are plenty of such examples and incidents in the 

Vachanamrut. Maharaj has, by explaining the difficult truths of spiritualism in a very simple, pleasant, and 

light style established faith in the lives of ordinary people. 

 

2. Shriji Maharaj: The realization of Atma-Paramatma. (2.4.2/38) 

Shreeji Maharaj’s non-desire of worldly objects, innocence, equality, and a stable minded state, is not up to 

the mental state; but is related to the realization of atma-parmatma. Sometimes, one may have given up the 

vishays mentally or bodily, but when coming in contact again with the vishays it will again bind. If the roots 

of vishays are attached to the jiva, as long as it has no contact of the vishays, or very repulsive vishays, it 

may appear innocent and non-desirous of worldly happiness; but whenever it comes in contact of the 
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vishays then it is bound to cause attachment. As explained earlier, Narad and other greats, before coming in 

contact with the vishays, looked normal, but when came in contact with vishays, they too fell to the 

temptations, because the seeds of the vishays lay deeply invisible within them. All these great Samadhi-

nishths had renounced bodily, they had penance and bodily disregard, but without the realization of atma-

parmatma they were dislodged when faced with very bad circumstances (deshkaal) or because of coming in 

contact with the vishays. Citing the examples of these greats, Maharaj says that without self-realization 

there are possibilities of obstacles:  Vachnamrut Gadhada I/23: “As long as one has not attained this 

elevated spiritual state, one is subject to obstacles, even if one is a devotee of God. Shivaji, for example, did 

not behave in such an elevated spiritual state and therefore enticed by the beauty of Mohini. Brahma also 

did not behave in such a state and thus became infatuated on seeing Saraswati. Naradji also did not behave 

in such an elevated spiritual state and consequently harbored a desire to marry. Moreover, because Indra, 

Chandra and others were not behaving in such a state, their reputations were also blemished due to their 

mistakes.” In spite of coming in contact with vishays, ShreejiMaharaj remained untouched and aloof like the 

sky. Explaining this, He says: Vachnamrut Gadhada II/56: “… it seems to Me that My position is better, in the 

sense that regardless of the extent of adverse circumstances that I may encounter, in no way will My 

antahkaran ever be affected.” Vachnamrut Gadhada II/33: “The day when I feel that I have developed 

affection for something other than the devotee of God, I will consider Myself as having been dislodged from 

My spiritual status. However, I am confident that that would never happen.” From the above contexts, it is 

clear that Maharaj’s state of non- desire (nirvasanik) will not rust due to bad circumstances (deshkaal). It will 

not ebb. When can this be possible? If He Himself is Purushottam Narayan who is above maya. (Vach. 

Gadhada I/13 and II/4) or He has realization of atma-parmatma. (Vach. Gadhada I/23, and II/30) only then it 

is possible to achieve such a state of aloofness. Here, some may not accept Maharaj as God, but one has to 

clearly believe the fact that He had achieved the realization of atma-parmatma. Stating that the secret of His 

such a state of non-desire and equality is the realization of atma-parmatma, He says in Vachanamrut 

Gadhada II/13: “So what is the cause of My behaving like this? Well, it is because My indriyas, vruttis, 

constantly remain inverted towards My hrudayaksh. In that hrudayaksh I see extremely luminous divine 

light. Just as during the monsoon season, clouds cover the entire sky, similarly, only that light pervades My 

heart. Amidst, that divine light I see the extremely luminous form of God. The form is dark, but due to the 

intensity of the light, it appears to be rather fair, not dark…I see that form in the incarnate form before Me 

at this very moment.” Because Maharaj has such a realization, He says in Vachanamrut Gadhada I/64 and 

II/13: “I have talked to you having seen it with My own eyes.” Up to now, to understand the importance and 

the reliability of Vachanamrut, we have looked at its narrator, Shreeji Maharaj’s spiritual and above this 

world personality’s different facets. As explained before, in the spiritual personality, He is supreme of all the 

avatars and the Lord of Akshardham Purna Purushottam Narayan. Even then, until one is not convinced in 

His form, if we consider His unparalleled and unique personality impartially, there can be no doubt about 

the authenticity of His words. 

 

SECTION 2: SHASTRIJI MAHARAJ VISHTRUT JIVANCHARITRA PART 1 

 

 

Q.6 Write concisely on any ONE of the following. (In 30 lines.) (Total Marks: 12) 

(Page #s are as per Gujarati book) 

MARCH 2015 
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1. Shastriji Maharaj’s impact on Vartal’s pre-eminent persons. 

1. ‘This sadhu will be a competent sadhu and a great yogi’ forecasted Viharilalji Maharaj 

during the diksha initiation ceremony.                     55 

2. Kothari Bechar bhakta thought that this sadhu will definitely spread great fame.                62 

3. Bhagatji Maharaj’s favorite son-“I will give him the very Shriji Maharaj who has 

imprinted these charanarvind.            75-78 

4. “I will teach him brahmavidya.”-Bhagatji Maharaj          78-79 

5. Selection of a purani in Dabhoi by a staunch follower of dharma-niyam Yagnapurushdasji. 

(“Well done, Yagnapurushdasji, Well done! Through your discourses, you have brought  

me peace within.-greatly impressed Murlidhardas)                          143-145 

6. During the event of Mahidhar Shastri’s defeat, scholars, saints, brahmins, Acharya 

Maharaj, Bhagatji Maharaj, Rangacharya, and all who were present marveled 

at Yagnapurushdasji’s feat.                             152-153 

7. Yagnapurushdasji is matchless in scholarliness-Shastri Krishnapriyadas         204 

8. With the news of the murti consecration ceremony in Vadhwan, the sadhus in  

Chapaiyya started talking haywire-Shripatiprasad Maharaj favored Yagnapurushdas         247 

9. Of the two thousand sadhus of Vartal, I have yet to see one who has completely renounced 

women and wealth like Shastri Yagnapurushdasji-Kothari Gordhanbhai                      269-270 

10. Shriji Maharaj’s message is all the work of Swami-Swami Balmukunddasji         271 

11. Yogeshwardas-Son, you have great enlightenment…..             271 

12. Kishorbhai (police) Patel: Impressed with Swami’s charming personality         283 

13. Kothari Govardhanbhai-one who transformed Hirabhai to a satsangi…..would give 

Shriji Maharaj’s charanarvind              310 

14. Dolatrambhai (Trustee of Vartal)- in future, your glory will grow so vast that your 

disciples will consecrate a golden murti of you.                        417-418 

 

2. Priority of Maharaj and Swami in Shastriji Maharaj’s life. (Only incidents from ‘What Is Uttam Nirvikalp 

Nishchay?’ to ‘Forever Stay With Us’) 

1. He reminded Murlidhardas of old incidents and instilled the doctrine of  

Akshar Purushottam with staunch faith.                         140-144 

2. The talk of highest level of ‘nirvikalp faith’- understood the indispensable mysterious talks of  

Akshar through Bhagatji Maharaj-understood the necessity of Akshar for the path of liberation.           58 

3. Understood the talks of Maharaj as Purushottam and Gunatitanand Swami as 

Akshar from Vignananand Swami. Hence, it became the most important fact of  

Swamishri’s life             65-66 

4. In order to support the credibility of Swaminarayan Bhagwan, Swamishri accepted 

Mahidhar Shastri’s invitation in Gadhada and based on the philosophy defeated  

Mahidhar Shastri in the debate                           152-153  

5. Instilled the faith of Akshar Purushottam in Jethabhai             155 

6. Activities to idolize the doctrine of Akshar Purushottam              193 

7. In accordance with the scriptures, doctrine of devotee with God-took promise of Swami 

Nirgundasji to consecrate Akshar Purushottam in Vadhwan before buying land          221 

8. Created bill/document to install metal Akshar Purushottam  idols in Vadhwan            230 

9. The congregation held in Muli against Vadhwan was dispersed without any judgement- 

Swamishri’s request for Balmukund swami’s support              240  
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10. If there is opposition of consecrating the idols in the central sanctum, then have  

murtis consecrated in the first (side) sanctum of the mandir.              243 

11. I had wished that the idols of Maharaj and Swami would consecrate in your presence- 

Kothari Gordhanbhai says to Swamishri                  245 

12. The hail of Akshar Purushottam  in Vartal                            259-260 

13. Explained the importance of Maharaj and Swami in Chansad                            253-255 

14. Vaishnav devotee from Bhadran questions Swamishri-‘You believe Maharaj to be God? 

Swaminarayan the Supreme God                  262-264 

15. Then always assist us and forever stay with us.                280-281 

3. Shriji Maharaj’s wish fulfilled–History of Sarangpur Mandir (Only incidents from ‘Everyone Likes to 

Become Guru and God’ to ‘The Light of Swami’s Influence’). 

1. Such a seva of Akshar Purushottam is rendered to the one with great blessings- 

Shastriji Maharaj brings all the necessary items for Kalidas Mavji and Mohanbhai Mavji- 

Kuvarji and Vala bhakta used to come for construction everyday               382 

2. We are building the mandir in accordance with Maharaj-Swami’s wish; I do not have 

any affection-Shastriji Maharaj                   383 

3. Rana of Jinjar became a firm devotee from a dreary devotee.                                                                   383-385 

4. A bill was made on the insistence of Bhulabhai of Sankhej-a bill of Rs. 28,000 was made.         385 

5. For the donation of Sarangpur mandir, Rs. 35 was written on Chaganbhai’s account- 

Had darshan of bejeweled mandir                   401 

6. Transformation of Kuberbhai of Bhavnagar with Vignandas Swami’s talks in Sarangpur                     402-403 

7. ‘Now if you talk about any knowledgeable talks, it would be worth for my coming  

here-Kuberbhai to Munishverdas.                 404 

8. Murti-Pratishtha of Sarangpur Mandir               424 

9. It is for our God, the supreme Sahajanand Swami, and for Gunatitanand Swami 

that we have become sadhus.                 425 

10. Consecration of idols in Sarangpur mandir                            429-432 

11. In the seva of serving Zalavadi devotees                 433 

 

MARCH 2016 

 

1. Yagnapurushdasji firmly established the glory of the Satpurush in many (only incidents from‘Revolt in 

Dabhan’ to ‘Only one like him in the whole Sampradaya’). 

1. Whoever we have believed and recognized as a Satpurush, the whole satsang knows 

him- Yagnapurushdas to Trambaklal         100 

2. In Samvat 145, during the vicharan in Vaso, Traj, Maatar, Thasra, etc., the main point 

of his talk were conviction in Akshar Purushottam and the presence of Maharaj-Swami 

in Pragji Bhagat.           105 

3. In Thasra, established the staunch conviction of Shriji Maharaj as the supreme and  

Gunatitanand Swami as Akshar from Vachanamrut. Also emphasized the importance 

of Pragji Bhagat as param ekantik.         107 

4. We understand you (Bhagatji) to be param ekantik-to purani Raghuvircharandas   109 

5. Wherever there is qualification, there is saintliness-to Raghuvircharandas    115 

6. What did you see in this Pragji Bhagat?                   111-118 

7. “Well done, Yagnapurushdasji, Well done! Through your discourses, you have brought  
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me peace within                      143-147 

8. Yagnapurushdas is like a scorpion         147 

9. In Samvat 1948 during the maha month, talked about the importance of Bhagatji 

to studying sadhus            147 

10. During the 2 month stay at Vaso, talked about developing staunch conviction in  

Pragji Bhagat and strengthening upasana to Purushottambhai, Chaturbhai, etc.               147-148 

11. Affection to Rangacharya for Pragji Bhagat’s darshan                   148-149 

12. He is a Kalpavruksha. He will fulfil all your wishes.-to Pitambar Purani     149 

13. He wrote down the life history of Bhagatji for Manishankar. Told him to read it daily    150 

14. Explained the theory that presently Bhagatji is like param ekantik vadvanal fire to  

Jethabhai who understood the concept of Gunatit                   155-156   

 

2. Impressive personality of Shastriji Maharaj (only incidents from ‘Activities in Bochashan’ to ‘Satsang  

in Khandesh’). 

1. Hirabhai of Bochasan becomes a satsangi.- Swamishri tames a lion.-Kothari saw greatness 

In Swamishri                              308-311 

2. With Hirabhai’s transformation, darshan of Swamishri to magistrate Narmadashankar 

 Revashankar Mehta                           311-312 

3. Impression on Keshavlal mamlatdar                     312 

4. Bechar Kisa fell into Swami’s feet                            333-334 

5. Shastri Yagnapurushdas has served the whole satsang                        337-338 

6. Shatriji Maharaj has done many functions like me-Ambaram Bhagat’s intuitive state                     346-347  

7. Impression on Jaga Bhagat-had confidence that he will be able to build  

Akshar Purushottam mandirs                      353 

8. Willing to give land for mandir to Thakor-Diwan of Limdi                        357-358  

9. True bhajan only happens with Shastrji Maharaj-Kothari Prabhudas                  362 

10. Rana of Zinjar became a true satsangi from a non satsangi                         383-385  

11. Transformation of Kuberbhai of Bhavnagar                           402-403 

12. Brahmachari! Maharaj talk about some knowledgable talks, so it would be worth 

coming here-Kuberbhai to Munishwaranand                           403-404  

13. Your disciples will install your golden idol-Literate Dolatram Krupashankar Pandya                      417-418  

14. Please do not pay attention to our talk-Thakor sahib of Limdi                        425-427 

15. I am really proud to have your darshan today. I was able to get great mental peace 

and stability-Sayajirao Gaekwad                            454-455 

 

3. Devotion of Shastriji Maharaj to his guru (only incidents from ‘In Bhagatji’s company in Bhadrod’ to 

‘Defeat of Mahidhar Shastri’). “A true guru has the key to open the lock of spiritual knowledge” 

1. Created gunashtak of Bhagatji-became happy with his intelligence and gurubhakti                     120-121 

2. Question from person who believes about gaining peace by talking about divine  

actions of manifest form of God-inquisitive about Bhagatji’s life history question               122 

3. Bhagatji made us humble-because of Bhagatji’s company, everything is in place--to Patel of Talgajarda.    126 

4. ‘Piya mora pyara….’,’Aavto Kyun nahi ve shamalda…’, ‘Jaanta kyun nahi ve hamari 

Pir….’, ‘tori mori prit na chute re…’                        128 

5. Bhagatji’s shower of happiness during the festival of rotla and shaak-barely ate half of  

the rotlo to make guru happy                                   129-132 

6. Yagnapurushdasji dissolved the jealousy of purani Murlidhardas who spoke against Bhagatji.               146 
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7. Talked so much about the importance of Bhagatji that Rangacharya craved for his darshan.                 148-149  

8. Comparison of Bhagatji to Kalpavruksha-explained the importance of guru to  

Pitambardas purani                                  149-150 

9. He wrote down the life history of Bhagatji in Samvat 1920 for Manishankar.  

Told him to read it daily                                 150  

 

MARCH 2017 

 

1. “A true guru has the key to open the lock of spiritual knowledge”: Service offered with purity by 

Shastriji Maharaj to Bhagatji Maharaj (Only incidents from ‘This Sadhu Is a Great Incarnation of 

Ishwar’ to ‘May my Renunciation be fulfilled’). 

1. Bhagatji Maharaj is an extraordinary person that was the first impression when he first saw him.          56 

2. Used to listen to Bhagatji Maharaj’s discourses until 2:00 –he accepted     

Bhagatji Maharaj as his guru with immense faith and eagerness.              57 

3. Understood the explanation of the concept of becoming Aksharrup 

and developing firm conviction in Purushottam.          58-59 

4. Seeing his brahmic state, Yagnapurushdasji mentally accepted Bhagatji as his guru.             60 

5. The talk of the polluting the tank was wrong-Bhagatji Maharaj favored the sadhus.            60 

6. Shreeji Maharaj obeys Bhagatji Maharaj-confirmation of the fact              61 

7. Those who seek Bhagatji’s company also become detached and overcome all  

desires and will help us attain Maharaj’s idol in our hearts               62 

8. Also, from Bhagatji, he learnt for the first time that Gunatitanand Swami is Akshar 

– the heavenly abode of Shriji Maharaj and he is forever in the service of Shriji 

Maharaj-explained the doctrine of Aksharpurushottam to his companions 

Ramratandas and Ramkrishnadas and made them his followers.         69-71 

9. Yagnapurushdasji acted according to Bhagatji’s wishes and parted with the pair 

of footprints of Shriji Maharaj.             76-78 

10. He spent more time on meditation and worship and so Bhagatji began to give  

Yagnapurushdasji darshan in his dreams.                80 

 

2. Dungar Bhakta’s multifaceted personality revealed through his childhood incidents (Only Incidents from 

‘Studies Begin’ to ‘Resolve to Become a Sadhu’).  

1. Dungar Bhakta’s sharp memory and powerful intelligence impressed Gangaram Mehta.          23  

2. Attracted by Dungar Bhakta’s attributes, Ravjibhai asked him if he could stay with him.          24 

3. When there were no sadhus in the mandir, Dungar would retell their teachings  

from memory.                  24 

4. Suggestion for hanging the chandelier.         24-25 

5. Suggestion to install round pillars in porch of the Vaishnav haveli.           25 

6. Dungar’s advice to make sinhasan in Mahelav.         25-26 

7. The whole Girdharkrut Ramayan by heart.               26 

8.  Fasting on Ekadashi-impressed the villagers at a tender age- also impressed the  

140 years old Ramanandi Sant                  26 

9. Recited the Mahabharata            26-27 

10. Dungar’s saintliness attracted everyone in a very tender age.            27 

11. Acharya Maharaj and other saints attracted by Dungar.             28 

12. In company of Adbhutanand Swami                28 
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13. Fearless and truthful orator-response to Kothari Bechar bhakta            29 

 

3. Swamishri: Very capable and absolutely divine (Only incidents from 'Swamishri followed Bhagatji’s Words’ 

to ‘A Pilgrimage of the Five Sacred Places’). 

1. Everything in this universe works according to this sadhu’s energy (Madha Patel    

moved 70-ton heavy log).               504 

2. The sixty-eight places of pilgrimage, including the Ganga River and the holy city 

of Kashi, reside at the feet of my Sadhu.               508 

3. Even if someone puts just a grain in my jholi, I will take the soul to Akshardham.          519 

4. Praan- pratishtha of Maharaj-capable Omkarnath mahadev.             526 

5. Darshan to everyone in centenary celebration in Vartal.             527 

6. 2000 people ate out of 200 people’s food preparation in Sanjaya.            529 

7. ‘God eternally resides in Shastriji Maharaj’, if one sees human traits in him then 

he will not get moksha-final advice by Harji Bhagat.              532 

8. Gave darshan to Manilalbhai to pay the dues.              549 

9. Showed Sarangpur Mandir in the dreams to Prabhurambhai of Marwad                               552-554 

10. During the centennial festival of Junagadh, “As Yamunaji gave way to Gopis… 

Unmat Ganga will also give us way.”                                  556-557 

11. The group of devotees went towards Swamishri’s resident instead of going 

to Laxmiwadi-during centennial festival of Gadhada.             571 

12. ‘Today Maharaj is present, that form is not recognized in ones’ ignorance’-                             572-573 

13. ‘Don’t be alarmed, we won’t allow to be burnt, fire will not be able to touch you’ 

-divine darshan to Sheth Harjivandas’s wife.             576 

 

MARCH 2018 

 

1. Firm determination of Shastri Yagnapurushdas (Only incidents from ‘Defeat of Mahidhar Shastri’ 

to ‘The vitality of Swamishri’). 

1. Instilled firm conviction of Akshar with Purushottam in Jethabhai of Pij.          155 

2. In order to give the utmost position to Pragji Bhagat and to grant his beloved devotees have his  

darshan and not to be suppressed by any influence, Swamishri requested to have Acharya Maharaj  

come to Vartal-he wrote an invitation letter-he mailed it to Anand post instead of Vartal post.          166-167 

3. He broke the ban on Jaga Bhakta.                          173-178 

4. He fulfilled his wish of studying Ramanuja bhashya-changed opinion of Jivanram Shastri.        182 

5. Organized unparalled reception for Bhagatji.                        183-185 

6. If the knowledge of upasana and devotes with firmness increases (tyagis were afraid of  

it), then everything should be easy. Hence, in spite of great opposition, he suppressed 

it and continued giving discourses.              193 

7. When he received the letter regarding the land of Dwarika mandir, Swamishri immediately 

got out of Junagadh, reached Jamnagar and walked 40 gaus to reach Dwarika.   

8. The sadhus had to fast when they walked on the public road in Sarangpur mandir. So  

Swamishri asked for permission to sell the building of Rahenak. The law of the Limbdi 

State was changed. This work was done by Swamishri in a wink of a moment.        212 

9. During Vadhwan murti pratishtha, he insisted to consecrating the idols in the center  

sanctum and if there is opposition, then at least consecrate it in the side sanctum.       242 

10. ‘It would be nice if Maharaj-Swami would sit in my presence.’-Swami tells Gordhanbhai Kothari.     245 
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2. Dharma and Bhakti in upholder of ekantik dharma-Shastriji Maharaj (Only incidents from ‘Meeting 

Bhagatji’ to ‘Bawa Will Give the Land Free of Cost’). 

Dharma: 

1. Falsifying the fact about Vignandas Swami polluting the tank (Varnashram dharma)          60 

2. The devotees of Sojitra had great respect for Yagnapurushdasji and Vignandasji  

Mandal, reason-purity in dharma-niyam, stressed on following pure behavior according  

to Dharmamrut                              87 

3. As long as one has pride in varna-ashram, one will not have saintliness-replied to  

Ghanshyamdas during the first pujan ceremony                    180-181 

4. Of the two thousand sadhus of Vartal, I have yet to see one who has completely renounced 

women and wealth like Shastri Yagnapurushdasji-Kothari Gordhanbhai                  269-270 

5. Sadhu should always go in repository to eat.          274 

Bhakti:  

1.    Looking at Shastriji Maharaj’s unlimited servitude and devotion, Vignandas would feel  

       that with such ideals of dharma, gnan, vairagya and bhakti, Maharaj is serving us in the  

       form of this sadhu.                 80 

2. Vignandasji’s  reason for reverence for Shastriji Maharaj’s understanding, conviction,   

Dharma, gnan, vairāgya and bhakti kept on deepening tremendously.                        83 

3. ‘Oh Maharaj! forever stay with us’ prayers to Hari Krishna Maharaj      281 

4. Oh! Swami, please have mercy upon us. Please reside in this mandir.”-prayer to         

Gunatitanand Swami during murti-pratishtha ceremony.                   325-326 

3. Supremacy of Maharaj-Swami in the life of Shastriji Maharaj (Only incidents from ‘Swamishri Toys with 

Maya’ to ‘Till When Will You Remain in Disguise?’) 

1. Do you have the courage to hail the jai of Akshar-Purushottam at the assembly 

in Vartal?-Swamishri to Galbhai               259 

2. Vaishnava devotee from Bhadran questions Swamishri-‘You believe Maharaj to be  

God? Swaminarayan the Supreme God                          262-264 

3. Then always assist us and forever stay with us.                          280-281 

4. “Shriji Maharaj promised Kashidas Mota that a mandir would be built in Bochasan. 

Therefore, according to Maharaj’s wish, we should build it there.”                                    291-293 

5. Maharaj Swami is there so nothing will be short-brought Thakorji-lit the ghee lamp 

and started serving-in the kitchen                     318 

6. Swamishri said in the beginning ‘Maharaj is in the father’s place and Swami is in  

The mother’s place….victory will be yours’-during foundation digging                       318-319 

7. In this mandir, we will consecrate the murti of Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth. 

She will bring wealth from all over the universe. So, let this wealth remain buried.”- 

during the foundation digging of Bochasan                           320 

8. Oh! Swami, please have mercy upon us. Please reside in this mandir.”-prayer to         

Gunatitanand Swami during murti-pratishtha ceremony of Bochasan                                   325-326 

 

Q.7 Write concisely on any ONE of the following. (In 30 lines.) (Total Marks: 12) (Each short note 

should contain two incidents of five lines each.) (Total Marks: 8) 
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MARCH 2015 

 

1. Impact of Shastriji Maharaj’s scholarship. 

1. Study of Sarswat and Raghuvansh from Vignananand Swami in Surat.        64 

2.  “You educate him in the study of the shastras, I will teach him brahmavidya.”  

Bhagatji Maharaj to Acharya Maharaj           78 

3. With Yagnapurushdasji’s eagerness to gain spiritual knowledge, he often listened to the discourses of 

Vignandas Swami for a month and developed firm conviction in Swarupnishtha.                    80 

4. Completed studies of ‘karak’ from Bholanath Bhatt-Studied ‘Kirat’ from brahmchari  

Balkrishnanandji.             92 

5. Commenced the study of Siddhant Kaumudi from Rangacharya in Vadodara    148 

6. Defeated Mahidhar Shastri          152 

7. Yagnapurushdasji’s sharp intellect, powerful memory, and intense desire to study  

earned him Rangacharya’s respect- Rangacharya would often exclaim,  

“Asmin Sampradãye ekameva. Yagnapurushdasji is the one and only one in our  

Sampraday.”                      156-157 

8. Only the person whose talks effect people should be worshipped.     180 

9. Made gunashtak of Bhagatji Maharaj        161 

10. ‘It is useless to be a guru of this Shastri’-during his studies in Rajkot                169-170 

11. Yagnapurushdasji slowly changed Jivanram’s allegiance to the Shankar philosophy.                181-182 

12. Education from Jivanram: Wah Gopalanand! Wah! If you had been there, I would 

have been converted to a satsangi.              182 

13. I have taught you the full brahmvidya-now make others happy-Bhagatji Maharaj to 

Shastriji Maharaj           188 

14. Shastriji Maharaj is really unmatchable in scholarliness-during debate with Shastri  

Krishnapriyadas                      203-204 

 

2. Bhagatji Maharaj’s favouritism towards Shastriji Maharaj. 

(Only incidents from ‘Sadhu’s Group in Mahuva’ to ‘Rotlas and Shakotsav’). 

1. There are 2 lives in this group.                             108-109 

2. ‘This menial sadhu will reveal the shrewdness of all this people, so ask him’.           112 

3. This menial sadhu has shrewdness, so ask him to reveal it.             115 

4. Bhagatji Maharaj refused Shastriji Maharaj to carry the load of the dung.                      125-126 

5. The sadhu is really good. He knows how to take things from others.                  126 

6. This sadhu closes his eyes and dances in front of God, so be a sadhu like him.         127 

7. Bhagatji Maharaj used to send Shastriji Maharaj to different villages to ask for alms, 

so that people can get his darshan.              129 

8. ‘If you eat half more rotlo, then I will do as you say until this evening’- Bhagatji Maharaj 

to Yagnapurushdasji                         129-130 

 

3. Young Dungar Bhakta’s love for discourses 

1. Used to hear Ramayana, Mahabharata and Shrimad Bhagwat discourses from his  

father every night. Memorized Girdharkrut Ramayan.      21-22 

2. If you talk about God, then I will pack the packets.                 22 

3. Used to always stay with sadhus in Vartal                  23 

4. The scribes in Vartal often threw away old and unwanted pages from their handwritten  
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manuscripts of the Shastras. When he came to Vartal, Dungar would often gather these pages,  

and in the posture of a great scholar, read them on the platform beside the mandir.         23 

5. Recital of the Mahabharata.          26-27 

6. Whenever sadhus came to the village, they would seat Dungar at the front of the 

assembly and then speak.                27 

7. Acharya Maharaj and other sadhus used to describe him about Shriji Maharaj’s  

incidents-Adbhutanand Swami used to talk about tyag and vairagya           28 

 

MARCH 2016 

 

1. Ame joliya pareva Swamina bharose (We have deep faith in Swami) 

1. ‘If trouble befalls on you, take care, I will follow behind you’-Bhailalbhai              245  

2. Do you have the courage to hail the jai of Akshar-Purushottam at the assembly 

in Vartal?”-to Galbhai                    259 

3. ‘I will not budge for as long as I have life in me, I will not listen to anyone’-Zaverbhai             284 

4. The brahmand will break but the stone will not fall-to Somabhagat while tying the ropes                  447-448 

5. Rantidev has evolved-everything was burnt to ashes from hay-fire, Ashabhai still gave 

his seva                                   582-583 

 

2.  Stronger than steel, yet softer than a flower, with a loving personality: Shastriji Maharaj. 

1. “I will eat only if you accept vartman and become a satsangi.”-so far all your sins will be forgiven.  301-310 

2. Became angry and scolded Khengarjibhai Chauhan, you repeatedly speak about seva, 

but have you checked if you have sugar and ghee in your house?                          515-517 

3. Strict fundraising from Jivabhai of Bhaiyli-‘Suno chatur sujaan’……Swamishri hugged him                 597-599 

4. While presenting his social problems, refused to read the letter from Motibhai-loving  

Personality called him to Mumbai after hearing the kirtan.                            640-643 

 

3.  Forthright speaker Dungar Bhakta 

1. Insisted on doing ekadashi-400 family members explained, however Dungar said, grain cannot be eaten on 

Ekadashi                                        21  

2. I will become a sadhu and a scholar, and I will teach brahmavidya to many others.                24  

3. ‘I want to become a sadhu, but do not want to live with parshad’-to Kothari Bechar bhagat               29 

4. ‘You become a sadhu from heart’=to Kothari Bechar bhagat                   29 

5. ‘I do not want to come. I have come here to become a tyagi.’-in Vartal to his father                34 

6. ‘This policeman is hitting me and my father has given him one rupee and forcing me to go  

with him.-to collector in Surat                      42 

7. Maharaj! I want to go to Surat and stay in service of Swami-to Acharya Maharaj                    43 

8. ‘My father has given me permission to stay in service of Sadguru Vignananand Swami-to Kothari 

Govardhanbhai                          48 

 

MARCH 2017 

 

1. Beatings tolerated by Swamishri (Only incidents from ‘The Vachanamrut Discourse in Vadodara’ 

to ‘Bapu Could Never Have Passed Away’) 

1. Chaos in the holy place (Vadodara) of Gopalanand Swami.                              224-226 
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2. Divinity of the ashram residents in Narnarayan ashram.                              387-389 

3. Sadhu Krishnapriyadas hit with a stick in Vadodara.                               406-408 

 

2. Ability of Yagnapurushdas to convert the impossible into the possible (Only incidents from 

‘Festival of Janmashtami in Junagadh’ to ‘It Is Necessary to keep an eye on Yagnapurushdas  

Shastri’s’ Activities’). 

1. Bhagatji Maharaj’s reception in Junagadh                             185-186 

2. Convinced Jaam sahib to grant his plot for Dwarka Mandir                           207-208 

3. Mahantship of Sarangpur mandir- revival of Sarangpur mandir        210, 211-212 

4. Bought the residents of the farmers.                             212-213 

5. Letdown the counter sabha for Vadhwan in Muli.                           239-241 

 

3. Shower of affection on Shastriji Maharaj by Bhagatji Maharaj in Bhadrod. 

1. On hearing the gunashtak, Bhagatji admired the sharp intellect and gurubhakti  

of Yagnapurushdasji.                               120-121 

2. On believing about the divine characteristics about the present form of  

God, Yagnapurushdasji amused Bhagatji Maharaj and so Bhagatji Maharaj 

told him the divine characteristics about the present form of God.                           122-123 

3. ‘Your skinny body will not be able to lift this heavy weight, so leave it.’       126 

4. This hymns are really good so sing them over and over-repeated the hymns    

four times.               128 

5. ‘If you eat half more rotlo, then I will do as you say until this evening’- 

Bhagatji Maharaj to Yagnapurushdasji.           130 

6. ‘Have eaten so much that my stomach is about to tear apart’ and you have  

said that you will do whatever I say, so you will have to embrace us.        131 

7. Bhagatji Maharaj became very happy when Yagnapurushdasji read Gadhada II-7.      132 

 

MARCH 2018 

 

1. Checking that Gunatitanand Swami is Mul Akshar by Shastriji Maharaj (Only incidents from 

‘Appendix 2’ and ‘Appendix 3’). 

1. Confirming the fact that Maharaj is Purushottam from Vignananand Swami and ‘Swami is Akshar’ 

from Bhagatji Maharaj-was firmly convicted of the philosophy of both the forms after reading 

Swamini Vato, Gopalanand Swami’s Vato, and Bhayatmanand Swami’s Vato.                                   64-65 

2. When Gopalanand Swami was seated, were you believing him to be Mul Akshar? 

Hold this Shikshapatri and say so that we can believe you.                             670 

3. While in Gadhada, I have myself heard Shriji Maharaj say that he himself is Supreme God 

Gunatitanand Swami to be Akshar-this fact is in my heart.               675 

4. As you have developed affection for him, see to it that you fully cultivate that affection. 

Always keep his company-Vignananand Swami               675 

 

2. Preaching of the principle by Shastriji Maharaj to his teachers and its effects of them (Only 

incidents from ‘Studies in Vadodara’ to ‘Celebration of Janmashtami in Junagadh’). 

1. Yagnapurushdasji’s sharp intellect, powerful memory, and intense desire to study earned  

him Rangacharya’s respect- He often spoke to Rangacharya about Bhagatji’s greatness. 

Thus, Rangacharya eagerly wished for Bhagatji’s darshan.                          148-149 
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2. Defeat of Mahidhar Shastri during the murti-pratishtha ceremony at Lakshmi-vadi- 

“Gunãhã pujãsthãnam gunishu na cha lingam na cha vayaha”-Rangacharya explaining 

the reverence of Swamishriji to Mahidhar Shastri                          152-153 

3. “Asmin Sampradãye ekameva”-teaching Swamishri was one kind of seva-Rangacharya                    156-157 

4. Yagnapurushdasji slowly changed Jivanram’s allegiance to the Shankar philosophy.                        181-182 

5. Developed conviction in Shreeji Maharaj’s ideology-hence Jivanram Shastri received 

vartman from Jaga Swami and became a devotee of the Sampradaya (effect of preaching)         182 

 

3. Yagnapurushdas: A favourite of the acharya (Only incidents from ‘Service in Surat Mandir’ to ‘The Intense 

Ambition to Perfect Brahmavidya’). 

1. After the initiation ceremony of Swamishri and revelation of the astrologer about him,  

Viharilalji Maharaj felt like his beliefs were going to be true and he developed great love 

for this young sadhu                  55 

2. After Vignananand Swami’s Aksharvas Swamishri took with him all the sanctified relics of Shriji Maharaj 

which had been preserved by Vignananand Swami. He presented them to the mandir in Vartal, thereby 

pleasing Viharilalji Maharaj.                     75 

3. Bhagatji would surely make this sadhu Shriji Maharaj’s manifest-Viharilalji Maharaj          78 

4. If Yagnapurushdasji studied further, he would further advance the prestige of the  

Sampradaya. - Acharya Maharaj                78 

 

Q.8 Describe any THREE of the following incidents and give your thoughts. (Write incidents in eight 

lines and thoughts in four lines.) (Total Marks: 12) 

MARCH 2015 

 

1. “The success of Fatubha Darbar.” (442-443) 

Incidents: Swamishri had sat down for puja in Chachana. That time Harikrishnadas said to Swamishri: 

“Swami! Today Fatubha had great success. Then Swamishri replied: “What success?” Harikrishnadas said: 

“Yesterday at night when he was sleeping, at midnight Gunatitanand Swami and Gopalanand Swami gave 

him darshan. Gopalanand Swami said: “You have written ‘Mul Aksharmurti’ in front of my name in your 

kirtan, but ‘Mul Akshar’ is this Gunatitanand Swami who is sitting on the cot.” Saying that he disappeared. 

When darbar opened his doors, I suddenly woke up and asked “Who is that?” Darbar replied, “I am Fatubha. 

Today Swami finished up my wishes and gave me darshan. Then he lit up the lamp and revised the lines of 

the kirtan by writing ‘Mara uday….’ He told me the he also saw Shastriji Maharaj with Gunatitanand Swami, 

so I should definitely have darshan of Swamishri. Swamishri called Fatubha and asked him to describe in 

detail about the whole incident. And said: ‘Swami has blessed you immensely and shown you his own 

identity.’ He patted his thigh and said: “You have really succeeded.”   

Thoughts: When Maharaj-Swami become happy on their devotee, they show him their real identity. 

  

2. “God will help you if you stay firm in dharma-niyam.” (601-602) 

Incidents: Swamishri came to Navagaam with Ashabhai, Ishwarbhai, Motibhai and JIvabhai. At that time, 

Gandhiji and his marching troop had also reached Navagaam. As a firm and foremost saint of Gujarat, 

Gandhiji had known Swamishri, so he desired to meet him. So Swamishri, Yogiji Maharaj, Nirgundas Swami 

and two haribhaktas went down to Gandhiji’ s residing place. Paying due respect to Swamishri, Gandhiji said: 

‘Swami! If you bless us, our task will be successful. Swamishri replied: ‘With your efforts, our country will get 

independence, so for that matter our Yogiji will do the rosary daily from today onwards. But, God will help 
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you if you stay firm in dharma-niyam.’ Gandhiji became happy with such blessings and bowed to Swamishri. 

The next day Swamishri came to Bochasan and gave parshadi diksha to Jivabhai naming him ‘Jiva bhagat’. 

Just as the snake sheds off its skin, in the same manner, only a liberated soul can leave worldly thoughts or 

only the one on whom Swamishri sheds his blessings. To leave the familial relations and to forget the familial 

ties, is very difficult, but with Swamishri’s blessings, it would become very easy for the young and older 

devotees under his submission.  

Thoughts: Gandhiji was devoted to the country, however, he equally respected spirituality. Hence, when 

Swamishri gave him the blessings of ‘God will help you if you stay firm in dharma-niyam’, he was very 

pleased. Jivabhai who was devoted to Swamishri’s also had a strong conviction, and so with Swamishri’s 

blessings, it did not become difficult for him to leave his family and become a parshad. 

 

3. “Today, you have been properly consecrated.” (526-527) 

Incidents: Swamishri did darshan of Magaleshwar Mahadev located 50 miles distant to Indore, on the banks 

of river Narmada. He went to the opposite bank in a small boat. Here he did darshan of Omkareshwar. He 

poured the sacred water of Narmada over the Jyotirling form and said to Lord Omkareshwar: You have been 

giving darshan to travelers for thousands of years, but your consecration has been performed today. 

Henceforth, introduce the real form of God to thousands of travelers who visit you from today onwards.’ 

With that said, a bilipatra leaf fell into Swamishri’s feet as a gesture of the acceptance of his command! 

Looking at his, Swamishri smiled. Who else would understand that mystery other than Swamishri and Lord 

Omkareshwar?      

Thoughts: Muktanand Swami has said: ‘Pragatne bhaji bhajine par paamya ganaa gid-ganikaa kapivrund 

koti, vrajtani naar vyabhichar bhaave tari, pragat upasana sauthi moti.’ A real Satpurush and a real saint can 

put life into an idol and render spirituality to a place of pilgrimage.  

 

4. “Where the ocean is filled by a pitcher.” (651-653) 

Incidents: When Swamishri was in constant need of money for Gondal mandir construction, pitcher filling 

devotees of Ahmedabad would give their trivial gifts to an ocean-Swamishri and satisfy him with their loving 

bhakti! Amongst them, Swamishri was always focused on Mansukhbhai Mistry. He would always ask for a 

handsome amount for Gondal mandir. This time also he called him and asked: ‘We urgently need Rs. 15,000. 

We need to leave in the morning train.’ Who would have such a big amount at 10:30 at night? Was a tough 

test. But it was a strength of God. He got confused for a while, but after that he got involved in Swamishri’s 

command. He told Swamishri: ‘Where would I get such a big amount at this hour of night? My boss is also 

out of town. Swamishri said: ‘Remember Maharaj, you will get the amount.’ Mansukhbhai went to one of 

old friends and hesitantly asked for Rs. 1500 and promised to give him back in two days. His friend also knew 

that Mansukhbhai would always use the money wisely and would never ask it for himself. He immediately 

gave him Rs. 1500 that he had collected. Mansukhbhai’s joy knew no bounds. He gave this money to 

Swamishri. The next day Swamishri had to leave for Anand and so Mansukhbhai went with some devotees 

to see him off. He sat with Swamishri inside the train to talk with him. At that moment, the train guard 

locked the door of the compartment. Mansukhbhai did not realize this and the train started. He tried to 

jump out but Swamishri held his hand. Swamishri held his hand and took his hand out of the compartment 

and put Mansukhbhai on the platform. Mansukhbhai had no idea how did this happen. He only heard 

Swamishri’s last words of ‘Jai Swaminarayan’.  

Thoughts: If we have inclination to follow God and his saint’s commands, God helps us to bring solutions. 

God always tests us on how much are we inclined to follow his commands. God and his saint are capable of 

doing any task that they want. But they want us to get involved in their task and that is a great favor on us. 

God and his saint are always there to protect us. 
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5. “Jogi will spread the knowledge of Gunatit throughout the world.”(496-498) 

Incidents: Swamishri came to Junagadh with Gnanji Swami and Mohan bhagat. He cherished the memories 

of the place where Bhagatji Maharaj had attained braahmisthithi, where he had clarified the real identity of 

Brahma and Parbrahma in its purest form, and where he had also enjoyed the company of Bhagatji Maharaj. 

He did darshan of Thakorji. All the sadhus and parshads of the mandir got together. Everyone went for 

dinner at the granary.  Krishnaswarupanandji was old. He had strong conviction for Akshar-Purushottam 

upasana. He had great respect for Pragji bhakta. He used to say: ‘Swami is Akshar, such philosophy can only 

be explained by Pragji bhakta! He was a householder and hence he was independent. When he was barred 

from mandir, he went to each village and explained the true identity of Akshar. When he saw Swamishri, he 

got up and embraced Swamishri and said: ‘This are my dear relatives.’ When Swamishri said: ‘Gnanji yogi is 

also with me, Gnanji fell at his feet. He put his hands on Gnanji’s head and said: ‘This Yogi is destined to be 

great. He will take care of your heritage and will spread the knowledge of Gunatit in all countries.’ Such Shriji 

Maharaj inspired words came out of his mouth. When he asked if Swamishri about dinner, Swamishri said: 

‘It is being prepared’. Brahmachari understood the implied meaning, sighed and said: ‘Every single last 

devotee gets dinner and a place to live, but my dear relatives will not get dinner nor a place to live. How bad 

is the era! He asked the sevak to bring puri and magas from the granary. Swamishri talked about Bochasan 

and Sarangpur mandir and got up from there. He went to Karsan Bhana’s house and ate Thakorji’s Prasad of 

puri, magas and pickle. Karsan bhana bought the tickets for Botad.  Swamishri talked about older 

incidents/days and commanded Gnanji and Mohanji to memorize Muktanand Swami’s four kirtans about 

‘Sant na lakshan’ by heart and then only drink water in Sarangpur. Gnanji Swami memorized four kirtans 

even before they reached Botad. They got off at Botad and reached Saranpur.  

Thoughts: Swamishri had great respect for holy places. If he knew any sadhu or devotee with Gunatit 

knowledge, he would make sure to meet them. He greatly appreciated their importance. A sadhu with 

Gunatit knowledge blessed Gnanji Swami and his words came to be true. Swamishri also made stronger 

conviction for satsang by memorizing the kirtans to sadhus and parshads who stayed with him.   

 

MARCH 2016 

 

1. The need for celibacy in order to have firm refuge in God. (165)  

Incidents: New devotee came to Bhagatji in Ahmedabad for his company. The discourse hall was full of 

people. In that hall, ‘Swaminarayan God has come her and devotees who want liberation should do his 

upasana.’-while talking about such talks, Bhagatji asked Swamishri: ‘Why did you become a tyagi?” Then he 

replied: “In order to have staunch conviction of Shri Krishna, it cannot be done while being a householder, 

because everything is menial without celibacy. So, in order to have staunch conviction, we have become a 

tyagi. Additionally, it is also written in Gita: ‘Yadichanto brahmacharya charanti. Tate padam sang-grahen 

pravakshye’. Then Bhagatji told Bhalabhai: ‘See, if you do not want to be infidel, then you have seek shelter 

of such a sadhu with your mind, instincts and sacrificing materialistic pleasures, and create affinity for Shri 

Krishna. As long as you have affection for worldly pleasures, it is considered in infidelity.’ Hence, he talked 

greatly about giving up materialistic pleasures.  

Thoughts: As long as you have affection for worldly pleasures, it is considered in infidelity. ‘Infidelity’ does 

not only mean quitting one God and religion and taking shelter in another God and religion, but it is also 

defined as creating affinity of materialistic pleasures. Hence, as much as one gives up materialistic pleasures, 

he has that much refuge in God. 

 

2. This time don’t leave without taking Shastri. (277-278) 
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Incidents: Swamishri’s beloved devotees gathered at Gordhanbhai’s place to decide what to do. Zaverbhai 

requested to send Swamishri and his group to Bochasan to help with the construction of Rundel mandir. 

Kothari was now getting handicapped with his vision. His powers were weakened as well. So he directed 

them to Acharya Lakshmiprasadji. Acharya Maharaj sent them back to Gordhanbhai. They went back and 

forth four times, but neither gave them a straight answer. Finally, they insisted Kothari and said: ‘You are the 

regulator and Acharya also follows your wishes. Then while clarifying Gordhanbhai advised: Right now, no 

one is going to follow my advice and there will not be any clarification without Acharya.  You all should 

pressure Acharya Maharaj and request him. But whatever you do, I advise that you do not leave Shastri 

alone here.” Everybody were warned with Kothari’s words. They came to Ghanshyambhai’s place and 

explained all the details. Sadhus and parshads burning with jealousy were opposed to Swamishri. When 

Kothari was really hurt with this, he repeatedly said: ‘It has been an evil era for a sadhu with such a staunch 

dharma, niyam and upasana.’ 

Thoughts: Genuine person always supports a genuine fact, but when he is not able to help then they are 

also hurt. They however warn and somehow try to help out.  

 

3. There is not a single sadhu like Shastriji Maharaj in both the regions. (197-198) 

Incidents: Chaganlal used to go to Krishnaji Ada’s house and read Vachanamrut and Swamini Vaat daily. 

When Swamishri used to come to Rajkot, he used to go to the railway station to pick him up. He used to 

serve Swamishri for as many days as he used to stay there. Adashri had great respect for Swamishri and 

used to say: There is not a single sadhu like Shastriji Maharaj in both the regions.’ Swamini Vaat also says: If 

one has to die a hundred deaths to attain God, it is still a cheap deal. We have one head, but even if have 

hundred heads, we should sacrifice those hundred heads to favor Shastriji Maharaj. He is such a sadhu.  

Swamishri had earned great respect with his intelligence, wisdom, and saintliness in Junagadh from Swami 

Balmukunddasji, Swami Narayandasji, Swami Madhavpriyadasji, brahmachari Krishnaswarupanandji, etc. He 

was dearest to Jaga Swami. He used to always see upon him. Jibhai kothari used to consider him a guru and 

he had a staunch conviction that currently Bhagatji Maharaj is present in Swami. Because Swamishri’s katha 

made a great impact on people, he used to have Swami give katha. Looking at Swamishri’s intelligence and 

saintliness, Una’s devotees decided to have Swamishri give katha in Una. But how can they leave Junagadh’s 

wise saints and invite Yagnapurushdasji for the katha? Finally, when they declared and invited in the public 

to Swamishri to come to Una for the katha, everyone collectively agreed and insisted Swamishri to come for 

katha.  

Thoughts: There was not a single sadhu like Swamishri with such wisdom, intelligence and saintliness in both 

the regions. Everyone used to see upon him constantly. His discourses used to make a great impact to 

everyone.  

 

4. According to the wish of the bawa. (Bawana chande chand) (531-532) 

Incidents: Harji bhagat had crafted the shikhar, ghummat, kamaans, stambhpanktis, rangmandap, etc of 

Bochasan mandir with great craftsmanship. Swamishri used to say: ‘Harji bhagat has worked with his soul in 

all the work of this mandir.’ In some of the matters, when Swamishri used to give him suggestions and even 

if he did not feel right, he would say: For me is ‘Bawana chande chand’. Hence, he used to follow all 

Swamishri’s wishes. While viewing Bochasan mandir, Sayajirao Gaekwad had said: ‘This must be the work of 

Harji bhagat, otherwise there cannot be such craftsmanship! I have seen many countries like Europe, 

America, etc., seen many mandirs, but only in this mandir I feel like there is some lively spirit that speaks out 

of these stones!’ Harji bhagat had great affinity for Bochasan mandir. In his last illness, while in the bed, he 

had talked to the devotees and collected Rs. 3800 as donation. Swamishri gave him darshan and while 
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touching him on his body said: ‘There is nothing incomplete, so Maharaj will come and get you.’ Hearing 

this, bhagat said: Nothing is remaining. So if Maharaj comes to pick me up I would like to go to Akshardham.’  

Thoughts: He was a knowledgeable craftsman. Even Governor Gaekwad would give his instance. Even if 

Swamishri would give his suggestions and he did not feel right, he would give Swami’s suggestions more 

importance. He would always work according to Swamishri’s wishes. Very few people would be able to do 

that.  

 

5. There is enough water in the sky to fill the universe. 

Incidents: Swamishri came to Anand from Nadiad. Jeth month had just begun and it was planting time 

during the period of Bhim Ekadashi, but it had not rained anywhere. So Lallubhai Lakhabhai from Anand 

asked Swamishri ‘When will it rain?’ Swamishri looked at the sky and said: There is enough water in the sky 

to fill the universe. So it will rain soon.’ With Swamishri’s words, it all started spontaneously that the clouds 

began to appear and it rained so heavy that all the trains between Mehmdabad and Ahmedabad were 

stranded and the bridges of the rivers broke down.  Hence, all the train transportation was disturbed. 

Swamishri also had a difficult time going to Mehmdabad from Anand.  

Thoughts: Satpurush’s words never go wrong. Satpurush becomes unhappy with the devotees problems and 

hence God also has to accept his prayers.  

 

MARCH 2017 

 

1. ‘Offer to me’ –In Jabalpur Swamishri describes servitude. (545-547) 

Incidents: No bhakti is as good as servitude-Shriji Maharaj has said that Gopalanand Swami and Muktanand 

Swami had such servitude-Swamishri describes that he had a rosary that Vignandas Swami saw and he asked 

to give it to Bhagatji Maharaj-also had written a small Shikshapatri-both of them were given to Bhagatji 

Maharaj-Bhagatji became very happy and said he put in lot of effort so he will be closest to me-Vignandas 

was also of the same nature-Jivabhai’s son made a sweet dish-Vignandas Swami : ‘This dish would be more 

suitable for Bhagatji Maharaj’- Gopaljibhai of Sarangpur went to Mahuva and gave the sweet dish to 

Bhagatji- Servitude of Harjibhai from Surat, Nirgun Swami, Gnanji Swami, Aksharpurushottamdas, 

Ghanshyam Swami, etc -Gnanji Swami would stare at us when are eating and would sing hymns. 

Thoughts: God should be foremost to a devotee. Whatever good things a devotee feels or gets should be 

offered to God. 

 

2. The steadiness of Dhruv Rises. (639-640) 

Incidents: Dr. Dhruv was westernized and very staunch in his beliefs-He had come from Mumbai to check 

Swamishri for his kidney stone problem-on seeing Swamishri all his beliefs were mellowed down-he held 

Swamishri’s hand to check his pulse-Swamishri was talking and complaining but Dr. Dhruv could not catch 

his pulse-he go very confused and said to Swamishri-‘I consider myself fortunate to have your darshan, but I 

cannot diagnose your problem.’-Hearing about his submissive words, Swamishri withdrew this miraculous 

power allowed him to check his body. Having found Swamishri with no problem, he said; 

“I feel like you have come here just to give us your darshan and seva. So now you tell me which seva should I 

do? “He started coming to hear discourses every night. He operated on Swamishri’s kidney. He would come 

every day for his dressing. He would refuse to charge for the surgery and the dressing,” Just as you all are all 

craving for moksha, I also want moksha. Having Swamishri’s darshan and listening to his discourses, I get all 

my fees.” 

Thoughts: God and his realized sadhu recognizes a holy person. God knows how to direct him on to the 

spiritual path. He directs them according to his way and grants them moksha. 
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3. This place is miraculous. (500-501) 

Incidents: Yogiji Maharaj went to answer the call of nature with Mohanbhagat in Sarangpur one afternoon. 

He had a pot of water in his hands. Suddenly, in one place he stood there, put the pot down, looked at the 

shrines of the mandir and started doing prostrations. Surprisingly, Mohanbhagat asked, “Who were you 

prostrating?” This place is very miraculous. On doing darshan of this shrine, even the greatest of the avatars 

have bowed down numerous times. Such is the glory of this place.” This way he explained the greatness of 

Sarangpur. 

Thoughts: Balmukunddas Swami while narrating the greatness of the place says: “The seva that 500 

paramhansas did not get is what you acquired. This is not your power, but Aksharmuktas in you do the work. 

Such are your great fortunes.” So far whatever mandirs are being constructed had other avatar’s idols, but 

Purna Purushottam Narayan and Mul Aksharmurti Gunatitanand Swami resides here, hence to Yogiji 

Maharaj this place is very holy and glorious.  

 

4. The father comes in the form of a son. (644) 

Incidents: Maganbhai of Ghana who lost his wife and wanted to remarry was requesting Swamishri-

immense wish to enjoy the materialistic pleasures-did not have any children-Swamishri used to say: 

“Whoever wants to worship God and enjoy materialistic pleasure should marry once, and if the wife dies, 

then he should not remarry. Maganbhai had deep inclination for the pleasures so Swamishri allotted this 

task to Ashabhai and Ishwarbhai - Maganbhai got married to daughter of Vrajbhai Trikamdas of 

Bamangaam-birth of a son-Swamishri used to say Maganbhai’s father had affinity and so he was reborn as 

Maganbhai’s son-household did not sustain longer-in 1990-his wife got burnt while cooking and immediately 

died-Maganbhai was grief stricken- his wife was satsangi and genteel-hence he was attached to her-his pains 

new no bound. 

Thoughts: We have to abide by the great sadhus wishes-if we against his commands, then when we face 

miseries, they are terrible. If we have affinity for materialistic pleasures, that would put is in life-death 

cycles. 

 

5. The supreme God has been won over by Swamishri today. (465-466) 

Incidents: After Swamishri went to sleep, Mahapurushdas Swami, Harikrishnadas, Shri Krishnadas, 

Sanatandas, etc sat beside his bed talking to each other. That time Mahapurushdas Swami asked the 3 

santos: How do you understand Swami? Then the 3 santos replied: ‘Maharaj eternally resides in Swamishri 

and he so Swamishri is like God himself.’ Hence explained his glory. Then Mahapurushdas Swami said: 

“There are many glorious things in the world and there are also many kinds of Gods in from worldly 

perspective. People call Lord Ganesh God, and Lord Shiva God. But that said, it does not enhance Shriji 

Maharaj’s glory. First of all we should all understand Shriji Maharaj greatness as the supreme and that 

Sahajanand Swami as the ultimate avatãri of all avatars. That Supreme God is won over by Swamishri and 

that he does what Swamishri says. Such a Supreme God is won over by Swamishri-isn’t that such his 

greatness! “As soon as he said that, Swamishri said, “Where is Shriji Maharaj separate? He is present in 

every part of the body and he is the one who speaks.” Suddenly, he woke up and with reference to his talk 

explained everyone the true understanding of upasana, in such a way he became incomprehensible.  

Thoughts: The glory of God and his sadhu is not understood genuinely. If thoroughly understood, then the 

worldly pleasures would be trivial to him. If one understands God’s glory out rightly, then he would not 

move from his conviction.  One can stabilize one’s mind only by understanding the glory of God.  

 

MARCH 2018 
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1. Story like that of a ‘Nand’ sadhu. (136-137) 

Incidents: Yagnapurushdasji was sent to Kandari during Vasant Panchami. Kothari also came to Kandari. 

Here Liladharbhai, who was working with Kothari, also accompanied him. He admired Yagnapurushdas in 

front of Kothari saying: ‘This sadhu has a story like that of a ‘nand’ sadhu. He is also efficient in the services. 

In Vadodara mandir, he used to keep account also.’ Thereby he highly praised Yagnapurushdasji. Kothari was 

a good evaluator. He heard about Yagnapurushdasji’s attributes and developed great reverence for him. He 

had seen great qualities in Yagnapurushdasji since his childhood. So, he had wished to keep 

Yagnapurushdasji with him, but at the same time for other people’s good sake and understanding Shreeji 

Maharaj’s wish and going by it, he let go his wish.  

Thoughts: Swamishri’s life was as obedient as Shriji Maharaj’s wish. He would leave a fossil impression on 

everyone. In the same way, he had impressed Liladharbhai. Kothari was also aware of his qualities. So, he 

always kept him under his sight.  

 

2. One Vibhishan in Lanka. (621-622) 

Incidents: Merai Nagardas of Vadhwan was Swamishri’s disciple. Whenever Swamishri visited Vadhwan, he 

would stay at his place only. Nagardasbhai would also lovingly and faithfully serve Swamishri and his group. 

Swamishri used to say: ‘Just as Lanka had one Vibhishan, in the same way, there is only one here.’ There 

were many with good intentions, but no one has as much faith, conviction and love to surrender everything 

in Swamishri’s feet as Nagardas! Nagardasbhai had sponsored the Satsangijivan parayan and took great 

advantage of his company. 

Thoughts: Vibhishan was the only devotee of Ram in Lanka. In the same way, Nagarbhai was the only one in 

Vadhwan who would surrender everything for Swamishri. Despite being by himself, he had sponsored the 

Satsangijivan parayan and had Swamishri’s happiness and blessings.  

 

3. Lakshmiprasad has obliged us. (514-515) 

Incidents: Because of Lakshmiprasadji’s insolence Swamishri had to leave Vartal. Even then Swamishri had 

no animosity against him. He used to say: ‘Acharya Lakshmiprasadji has indeed helped us. Because of him, 

we left Vartal and were able to build mandirs revealing the Akshar-Purushottam upasana. We have been 

able to explain this knowledge to so many people”-He thought that Lakshmiprasad’s son Radharamanprasad 

had injustice and so he decided to call him from Chapaiyya to Gujarat and welcome him with honor. So he 

send Nirgundas Swami to invite Radharamanprasad and Ishwarbhai to Kashi. -Ishwarbhai served the ill 

Shrijiswarupdas- Shrijiswarupdas did not want to come to Gujarat but Ishwarbhai eventually convinced him 

to come to Gujarat and thereby fulfilled Swamishri’s wish.  

Thoughts: Swamishri did not have any enemies. He would return favors in lieu of insults. He would put all his 

efforts to get anyone back on track. He would always do good for others.  

 

 

 

4. Desai’s death is with him. (647-648) 

Incidents: Ashabhai would receive marriage proposals for his son Desaibhai, but Swamishri did not approve 

for that. Swamishri would say: ‘Do not rush, we will see later on.’ At last, when Motibhai asked, then 

Swamishri scolded him and said : ‘Why do you ask me the same thing again and again? We are not going to 

get him married soon.’-Three months later, while working in the hay field, a snake bit Desaibhai. It was 

decided to take him to the banks across the river to treat him with someone to  remove the snake poison. 

When Ashabhai found this out, he refused saying: ‘Do not take him there. Chant Swaminarayan Dhun. If 
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Maharaj would want to remove the poison, he will do so, if not, he will take him to Akshardham.’ No one 

listened to him and they put Desaibhai into the car and left. On the way, the car broke. When the driver 

opened the trunk to take out the tools, he saw a snake in the trunk and immediately shut the trunk door 

saying: ‘Desai’s death is with him. So, it is useless to put any efforts.’ They brought Desaibhai home. He died. 

Everyone understood’s Swamishri’s hint of not getting him married. 

  Thoughts: Swamishri is aware of our harm and benefits. Maharaj is the all-doer. We just have to have trust 

and faith in him. 

 

5. Harji Bhagat of Surat. (529-531) 

Incidents: Harji bhagat of Surat was in contact with Swamishri when he was with Vignananand Swami-he 

had developed affection for Swamishri because of his sacrifices, vairagya and devotion-he himself was also 

devotional-he used to feed Maharaj by becoming completely immersed into Maharaj’s murti and singing 3-4 

thaals like Bhumanand Swami-‘Uttam bhupni Osri…and Dijiye darshandan Ho Dayaanidhi…were his favorite 

kirtans-he had worked on the door of Surat mandir-When Governor Gaekwad had built Laxmivilas palace, he 

had especially hired him-he had read the various literature of the Sampradaya and had memorized most of 

them-Before he had developed affection for Swamishri he used to say: ‘This sadhu says that Pragji Bhagat is 

the manifest form of God. No one should accompany him. Whoever comes under his influence, he cast a 

spell on him and so everyone has to listen and follow him.’ Naranji Maharaj of Bharuch had explained him 

the enormous glory of Swamishri. Then after, he had realized the form of Swamishri as a true Sadguru. From 

that point on, he used to say: ‘Guru Govind donu khadee, kisko laagu paye.’ Saying that he would say 

Shastriji Maharaj is the true form of God.’ He had explained the glory of Swamishri to Keshavlal Diwan of 

Junagadh and thereby made him recognize the true form of Swamishri. Seeing as his zeal for talking about 

Swamishri, Rao sahib used to say: ‘You have so much impetus to worship God in this condition, it would be 

good if we had the same impetus. 

Thoughts: Proficient in sculptor work and craftsmanship- had studied scriptures with his craftsmanship 

work- once he understood the true facts, he was not afraid to talk about it in public- he used to give the true 

knowledge to everyone.  

 

Q.9 Describe the personality of any ONE of the characters below through incidents. (Total Marks: 8)  

 

MARCH 2015 

1. Mota Govind Swami 

Incidents:  

1. After Shastriji Maharaj left Vadtal, he stayed back with Maanat Swami and Mota  

Purushottam Swami to get permission from higher authority to roam the villages. 

He was not allowed to take anything except his zoli, yet he was free of greed.         286 

2. In order to appease Govind Swami, Shastriji Maharaj by saying that Maharaj will give the fruits from 

this sadhu proved that Maharaj resided in him forever-Govind Swami understood Swami’s wish  

and he left his adamancy. `              294 

3. When Bochansan Mandir construction was going on, he asked for joli from nearby 

villages and kept the mandir silo full while suffering from heat, cold, hunger, thirst, etc      359 

Personality: Free of greed, clean hearted, faith in Swamishri’s words, least care for self, atmanishta.  

 

2.  Jhaverbhai Amin  
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Incidents: 

1. Came to understand Bhagatji’s mahima from Shstriji Maharaj’s talks and asked for the 

permission from Acharya Maharaj to send Bhagatji to Vansada. Developed firm conviction 

of Maharaj and Swami in Bhagatji’s company.                       154-155 

2.    Swamishri wrote a letter to Diwanji and requested Thakor Saheb for a land in Vadhwan              222-223 

3. When a chaos was created in Vadtal and Gadhada and it felt like Swamishri’s life was 

  in Danger, diwan sahib wrote an affectionate letter to Swamishri and invited him to Limbdi.           227-228  

4. During the initiation process of Sarangpur mandir, Diwan helped to acquire the land  

 in accordance to Swamishri’s wishes.                  357 

5. During the idol consecration ceremony of Sarangpur mandir in order to avoid shortage 

 of food, he prepared 20 carts full of flour-ghee-jaggery in spite of Swamishri’s refusal.     431 

 Personality: In definite conviction for Shriji-Swami, staunchly favored Swamishri, respected and  

       had feelings for Swamishri, mandir and people such that no one should go hungry- 

       intense affection for mandir. 

MARCH 2016 

 

1. Sadhu Mahapurushdas  

Incidents:  

1. Yagnapurushdas understood Bhagatji’s spiritual mahima in company of Mahapurushdas.  69-70 

2. Other tyagis had harassed him since he was in Bhagatji’s company and made him  

wear white clothes. They had forced him to stay in Chhapaiyya for 10 years-hearing  

about Swamishri’s departure from Vartal after harassment, he came to Anand, met  

Swamishri and came to Bochasan with him.           289 

3. Acharya Kunjvihariprasad Maharaj gave diksha to kothari Bechar Bhagat again and  

gave him the name of Mahapurushdas again.                     289-290 

4. Having cleared his doubts in Bochasan, he made 4 versus in presence of Swamishri 

‘Chhanaa, chhanaa, chhanaa re kya sudhi rahesho tame chhanaa’ and danced in front 

of Swamishri.              330 

5. He used to talk on ‘Swamini vato’ in Bochasan and impressed everyone with staunch 

Aksharpurushottam conviction with his responses.          336 

6. The Supreme God is behaving in accordance to Swamishri.         466 

7. When Mahapurushdas spoke: ‘Lakdano bharo made, anand chhe re lol, shukan thaya 

sara, anand chhe re lol,’ Swamishri scolded him.                              469-470 

8. Left his body in presence of Swamishri in Chansad.                         473-474 

Personality: Staunch follower of Aksharpurushottam doctrine-even though Yagnapurushdasji was younger 

to him, he had strong inclination for him as a guru. 

 

2. Vignandas Swami 

Incidents:  

1.    When he was in personal service of Bhagatji, he was convicted of polluting the water tank  

        when he immersed the pot in water.                      60 

2. Meditating sadhu-he used to meditate until 2 am at night-then he used to talk about 

 Bhagatji’s mahima to Yagnapurushdas-he talked about getting to know the Satpurush on 

 the kirtan ‘Sarve maan tyaji’.        61, 62 

3. He had come for seeking knowledge from Vignananand Swami and had staunch conviction 
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 that Maharaj was Purna Purushottam Narayan.      65 

4. Yagnapurushdasji had heard about Bhagatji’s birth incidents and mahima from 

 Vignandas Swami.                   69 

5. How can I refuse this sadhu? Having summarized Bhagatji’s talks, Viganandas swami 

 Said: ‘Bhagatji is happy if we stay with him and do discourses and darshan.’            86 

6. He asked for forgiveness from all the santos in the Vartal assembly in Bhagatji’s obeyance        102  

Personality: Did not take care of his health-after meditating at night, he used to give discourses. 

Had strong conviction that Maharaj is Purna Purushottam Maharaj and Swami is Akshar and  

he used to instill that in others. He used to behave in accordance to Bhagatji Maharaj  

understanding him to be pragat Satpurush. 
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1. Krishnaswarupanandji Brahmachari (Only incidents from ‘The Commitment to Visit Krishnaji Maharaj’s 

Home’ to ‘Parayan in Ashi’). 

Incidents:  

1. He had known Swamishri’s wisdom, intellect and saintliness.        197 

2. Seven sadhus from Junagadh got ready to go to Bochasan. Since they had to leave 

at 5:00 in the morning, Brahmachari raised the curtain to give Shriji Maharaj’s  

darshan and everywhere else.           366 

3. Staunch believer of Aksharpurushottam doctrine-great feelings for Bhagatji  

Maharaj- Brahmachari got sick-couldn’t see much with his eyes-when Shastriji 

Maharaj went to see him-this are your favorite relatives-‘This yogi is destined 

to be great. He will be take care of your throne and will spread the knowledge  

of Gunatit throughout the world, but today my favorite precious sadhu did not 

get anywhere to stay so where is going to have anything to eat?       497 

4. Even the lowest koli haribhakta gets to stay and eat in this mandir, but my favorite 

precious sadhu did not even get a place to stay so how do we expect him to have food?    498 

5. Brahmachari Ishwaranandji of Manawadar cooked the meal and fed Swamishri 

and the company. Guru Krishaswarupanand Brahmachari used to understand  

the great glory and so he took advantage of this seva.        559 

Personality: Staunch follower of Aksharpurushottam doctrine-realizing the greatness  

of Bhagatji Maharaj and Shastriji Maharaj-and helping them-spreading their greatness  

of amongst his disciples. 

 

2. Sadhu Harikrishnadas (Only incidents from ‘Discourses during the Chaitri Festival’ to ‘The Fruits of 

Criticism’). 

Incidents:  

1. Swamishri converted Govind Bhagat to sadhu and named him Harikrishnadas  

in Vadhwan. He enthusiastically did the mandir chores-He and immense craving 

for knowledge, hence he became proficient at learning the philosophical language 

-show a bright flash of light in Bochasan.              344-345 

2. The incidence of volition.               347-348 

3. He agreed to build the repository in Sarangpur.      377 

4. Responded to Darbar of Jinjar in Sarangpur.       383 

Personality: Played a major role in spreading the doctrine-immense craving for discourses 
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-staunch follower of Swamishri and wishes-realized Swamishri’s greatness-Swamishri also 

used to keep him happy with his divinity-intense gurubhakti. 
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1. Bechar Kisa of Bochasan (Only incidents from ‘Divine Darshan’ to ‘Attractive Form of Swamishri’). 

Incidents:  

(1) “How much land do you need? Let me measure it for you.”-Bechar Kisa to Swamishri. 

         This spike has been driven into the head of Sheshnag-so from now on do not oppose  

         In the mandir construction.                      333-334  

 (2)  The opposition was changed into devotion. Parayan in the months of Shravana and 

        Adhik-legends of Joban Vartalo, Manbha, Takho Pagi, Munjo Suro-introspection- 

        This are all my legends                              405-406 

Personality: He was robust and had a debaucher life. With God and his saint, he became pure with their 

blessings. He had arranged for a Parayan and said to people that ‘If you want to become brahmarup, then 

come to Bochasan.  

 

2. Kothari Prabhudas (Only incidents from ‘Discourses of Vachanamrut in Vadodara’ to ‘Mandir Can be Done 

in a Moment’). 

Incidents:  

1.  He sat with Swamishri in Vadodara to listen to his talks. Swamishri was talking about the characteristics of 

saintliness and wickedness. The wicked people started chaos.                225-226 

2.  When Swamishri gave darshan to Ambarambhai, Prabhudasbhai was also present.  ‘When you will  

attain this form and think about it, then you will find peace.’ He explained Ambarambhai the true  

form of Swamishri. He removed his doubts.                            346 

3.  Vanik of Botad-Came in contact with Swamishri on the way to Vartal-introduced Bhagatji- His focus was 

attracted towards Bhagatji-he used to meet Bhagatji when we went to get stones from Rajula-since he was 

careless for his body, Bhagatji used to call him ‘Khakhi’-‘You will become Urdvareta like Naranarayan Rishi.’ 

Bhagatji’s blessings-on asking why Bhagatji favored him, Bhagatji said: ‘You have left everything and gained 

the Satpurush, so I have to favor you.’-When Swamishri left Vartal, in spite of being a Kothari of Mumbai, he 

immediately joined with Swamishri-temptations from Bhimji kothari-‘I also had money, but I have come 

here to chant the rosary. Real bhajan only happens with Shastriji Maharaj. Swamishri appointed him 

the Kothari of Bochasan-understanding of true knowledge.                        362-363 

Personality: He used to explain the true form to others. He had great enthusiasm to join  

Swamishri’s company. Was not attracted by temptations. He was not afraid or subsided  

by anyone to talk about the true facts. 

 

 

SECTION 3: SWAMINI VATO 

Q.11 Answer All of the following, using one sentence (not just one word) for each answer. (Total 

Marks: 4) 

 

MARCH 2015 
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1. Who earns the grace of the great sadhu? (3/25) 

When one is firm in dharma, has very firm knowledge of ātmā and Paramatma, has intense detachment 

from the sense pleasures and has single-minded devotion to Bhagwan Purushottam, coupled with 

knowledge of his glory. 

 

2. What did Swarupanand Swami reply to Shriji Maharaj’s question: “How are the people in the country?” 

(3/8) 

“O Maharaj! People are only seen here below the neem tree and elsewhere there are no people.” 

 

3. “Ensure that one attains the goal of life at any cost.” After saying this which verse did Swami recite? 

(3/30) 

“Koti janma lagi ragad hamāri, varu Shambhu ke rahu kumāri.” 

 

4. What is the punishment for one who describes God as formless? 

Those who describe and know the form of God as formless and misinterpret the scriptures will, for countless 

births – for ten thousand years in Treta-yug; for a thousand years in Dwapar-yug and for a hundred years in 

Kali-yug – not even be able to cry with relief when they are cut out from the womb. 

 

MARCH 2016 

 

1. What are packets of ashes? (3/28) 

Without the murti of God and without the Sadhu, all things up to Prakruti-Purush are packets of ash. 

2.  With whom is the great sadhu not pleased? (3/32) 

The great sadhu does not get pleased with one who is burning within. 

 

3.  Who does not earn the grace of Shriji Maharaj and his great Sadhu? (3/25) 

 One who is body-conscious does not earn grace of Shriji Maharaj and his great Sadhu  

 

4.  How can one become a true satsangi? (3/9) 

One can become true satsangis by overcoming all material qualities, believing one’s atma as aksharrup and 

continuously remembering Maharaj’s murti. Then one can become such satsangis. 
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1. Why does one who has seen and heard of Maharaj’s divine actions still hesitate to describe and write 

about them? (3/19) 

People have been confused by the words of the scriptures, so even though one has seen and heard of 

Maharaj’s divine actions still hesitate to describe and write about them. 

 

2. What is the improper behavior one performs? (3/15) 

Whatever improper behavior one performs reflects the extent of ignorance one has. And whatever be the 

level of ignorance that is the extent of bad company.” 

 

3. Which shloka did Swami recite to describe that humans believe God and his Sadhu to be like themselves? 

(3/29) 

Avajānanti mām mudhā mānushim tanumāshritam; 
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Param bhāvamajānanto mama bhutamaheshvaram 

 

4. When will one not be able to sit with such a sadhu? (3/21) 

When one lapses in observing God’s commands and understanding his true form, one will not be able to sit 

with such a Sadhu 

 

MARCH 2018 

 

1. Write the names of five types of obstacles.(3/13) 

If one can remain like this all the time, doubts, strong attachments to one’s karma, desires, affection for 

worldly relations, body-consciousness, etc. and countless other strong material bonds are destroyed and 

one can continually stay focused on God. 

 

2. Tej greater than what? By what factor?(3/3) 

Tej is greater than water by 10 times. 

 

3. Where are the unfavorable eight factors found in? (3/17) 

These unfavorable eight factors of place, time, etc. are found in an unrighteousness person. 

 

4. Based on the example of a cow, where does the bliss of Maharaj come from? (3/20) 

The bliss of Maharaj come from God-realized Sadhu.  

 

Q.12 Write the main points on any TWO of the following. (In 5 lines each.) (Total Marks: 6) 
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1. Describe the spiritual state of Anand Swami, Muktanand Swami and Swarupanand Swami.(3.7) 

Anand Swami would do as Maharaj said. Muktanand Swami would do as Maharaj said by when he extends 

out his inward focus by one hand-span, and then when the task is done; and when that focus, which has 

been extended out one hand-span, is drawn back inwards by two hand-spans then he would be happy. 

When Swarupanand Swami would look at the task to be done, the object disappears and only Maharaj’s 

murti is seen. It is like placing a lemon at the tip of an arrow, then wherever the arrow is turned, only the 

lemon is seen. Similarly, God totally resides in my focus and so wherever my focus is directed, there God is 

seen. Thus, the inclinations of all three are different. 

 

2. Name the three types of birds. Whom does Swami equate to each one? (3.31) 

There are three types of birds. Of them, some birds nurture their eggs through their mental focus on them, 

some birds nurture them by sight and some birds nurture them by keeping them under their wings. Of them, 

if an egg being nurtured by mental focus is kept in sight, will it become dirty?” The devotee said, “No, it will 

not.” Then Swami said, “If that egg comes under the wings, will it remain dirty? “No, it will not. Gopalanand 

Swami and Kripanand Swami nurture the disciples by their mental focus. We have put ourselves under their 

wings, so know that no deficiencies will remain. 

 

3. “Talks take place in satsang, yet why does the jiva not become brahmarup?” – What did 

Gunatitanand Swami say in reply to this question? (3.33) 
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Because the jiva has not become attached to the Satpurush with affection. And even if the jiva has become 

attached to the Satpurush, it does not trust him.” Then someone asked, “If the jiva has been attached with 

affection, why does trust not develop?” Then Swami said, “This Jala Bhakta1 has firmly attached his jiva to 

me but does not trust me.” Then he added, “There may be trust, but one does not honestly confess. And if 

one is totally honest then the jiva cannot remain without becoming brahmarup. 

 

MARCH 2016 

 

1. In what way satsang is not known? Who can maintain satsang?(3/26) 

It is very difficult to know satsang as it is, and even if somebody knows, it is not practised. If somebody does 

practise satsang then it is not practised as it should be. And if it is practised as it should, then it is difficult to 

maintain it – either he goes out of control or becomes mad, but is unable to maintain it. Only one who has 

knowledge of the glory of Maharaj and the great Sadhu, coupled with intense love for them. Others are just 

not able to maintain it. 

 
2. When does the jiva become brahmarup? (3/33) 

Because the jiva has not become attached to the Satpurush with affection. And even if the jiva has become 

attached to the Satpurush, it does not trust him. There may be trust, but one does not honestly confess. And 

if one is totally honest then the jiva cannot remain without becoming brahmarup. 

 

3. What does Hemgopal represent? What should we not burn?  

Hemgopāl represents this Bharatkhand and the bāv sandalwood represents the human body. Without 

realizing its value, it is burnt up for women, wealth, sons, daughters, the world, pleasures and the body – we 

should not burn it like this. 

 

MARCH 2017 

 

1. Who does Shriji Maharaj describe as Satsangis with gunbuddhi and who as the true Satsangi? 

Why? (3/9) 

Shriji Maharaj categorizes Brahmanand Swami as of the gunbuddhi category (not ekantik category) because 

he was not able to tell Maharaj where he was from and where had he come from. Maharaj says that his true 

Satsangis are Gordhanbhai and Parvatbhai, etc. They see him in all the three states. 

 

2. Explain the supremacy of Akshardham. (3/3) 

This earth is 500 million yojans. Water is ten times greater than earth; and ten times greater than water is 

light, and ten times greater than light is air; and ten times greater than air is space; and ten times greater 

than space is ahamkār; and ten times greater than ahamkār is mahatattva; and ten times greater than 

mahatattva is Pradhan-Purush; and an infinite times greater than Pradhan-Purush is Prakruti-Purush; and an 

infinite times greater than Prakruti-Purush is Akshardham. 

 

3. How can one become brahmarup? When is one able to stay in the service of Purushottam? (3/12) 

One can become brahmarup by believing this Gunatit Sadhu to be brahmarup and associating with him 

through one’s mind, deeds and speech. Based on this, he had Vachanamrut Vartal-11 read and said, “When 

one becomes like this (Gunatit Sadhu) then one stays in the service of Purushottam.” 

 

MARCH 2018 



50 
 

 

1. What did Shriji Maharaj say when Brahmanand Swami asked for Maharaj’s grace to become a 

satsangi like Parvatbhai and others? (3/9) 

When Brahmanand Swami asked for Maharaj’s grace to become a satsangi like Parvatbhai and others Shriji 

Maharaj said, “Still you want grace? See, I have come here from Akshardham and did not stay in the realm 

of Prakruti-Purush or Pradhan-Purush and did not stay in the countless other abodes and places. And I have 

come to stay with you, and you still want grace?” 

 

2. Explain the countless types of liberation. (3/1) 

Maharaj said, “I have come with 1000 million huge ships (each of which can carry millions of jivas), that’s the 

number of jivas I want to liberate. We want to fill the ships first with chintāmanis, then pārasmanis, followed 

by diamonds, pearls, ornaments, gold coins, coins, rupees and koris2 and finally, soil. Similarly, there are 

countless differences in released souls and countless types of moksha.” 

 

3. What will happen to those who know and describe the form of God as formless? (3/16) 

Those who describe and know the form of God as formless and misinterpret the scriptures will, for countless 

births – for ten thousand years in Treta-yug; for a thousand years in Dwapar-yug and for a hundred years in 

Kali-yug – not even be able to cry with relief when they are cut out from the womb. 

 

 

Q.13 Describe any TWO of the following examples or incidents and write their principles. (In 8 lines 

each) (Total Marks: 6) 

 
 

MARCH 2015 

 

1. The sculptor asked, “What type of murtis shall I make for you?” (3/13) 

Example: When the sadhus went to get the murtis for this mandir (Junagadh), the sculptor asked, “What 

type of murtis shall I make for you?” Then the sadhus said, “Make them according to these designs.” Then 

sculptor said, “These murtis are suitable only for a mandir worth hundreds of thousands of rupees.” Then 

the sadhus said, “We have come to take murtis in accordance with such a mandir.” So the sculptor said, 

“Then I will make them.” Then the sculptor sculpted the murtis. 

Principle: You do have a murti, but without a mandir where will you install it? If you want to install God, 

then learn to prepare a mandir as described here. Then God will stay. Without becoming brahmarup where 

will we install Purushottam? So, if you want to install Purushottam, you have to become brahmarup.” 

 

2. Happiness of worshiping God with the example of center portion of sugarcane. (3/27) 

Example: In a stick of sugarcane, its trunk (the lower part) is hard to chew, the upper portion is bland in 

taste and its center portion is sweet. Similarly, it is convenient for you to worship God at present since you 

have the company of the great Sadhu. Formerly, satsangis were beaten and did not get food and today 

there is convenience in every respect – so worship God and do not be lazy.   

Principle: In the times of Maharaj, the satsangis were being harassed by the ascetics, but there was no such 

harassment in the times of Gunatitanand swami. Hence, it was convenience in worshiping God. On top of 

that, the company of the great Sadhu is there, who and bring us to Maharaj. Therefore, if we are lazy to 

follow his commands, then we will be at big loss.  
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3. People have been confused by the words of scriptures. (3/19) 

Example: A horse had a dream in which its leg was broken. When it awoke, it stood as if the leg was really 

broken, and would not put it on the ground. Then it was shown to the vet, who said, “This horse's leg is not 

broken. It is not ill. It has had a dream so it is standing holding its leg up.” Then someone asked, 'What 

should be done?' The vet said, 'Prepare 200 horses and fire canons and guns. When it is startled, it will 

forget its dream.' 

Principle: The jiva gets confused by the words of the scriptures. So he tries to find the meanings of the 

actions of the human manifest form of God that is present on the earth in the scriptures. But scriptures were 

written before the present human manifest form of God came to the earth, so they cannot describe his 

actions just as one cannot write about marriage of someone before his birth. When the true Sadhu 

continuously bombards like this, it will clear up the confusion. 

 

MARCH 2016 

 

1. To fill 1000 million ships. (3/1) 

Example: I have come with 1000 million huge ships (each of which can carry millions of jivas), that’s the 

number of jivas I want to liberate. We want to fill the ships first with chintāmanis, then pārasmanis, followed 

by diamonds, pearls, ornaments, gold coins, coins, rupees and koris2 and finally, soil. Similarly, there are 

countless differences in released souls and countless types of moksha.”  

Principle: Maharaj and Swami have come here to liberate countless souls. Only once, if that soul comes in 

contact with them, it gets reborn into Satsang and then gets onto the pathway of moksha. 

  

2. Maharaj is like a gardi (3/5) 

Example: Dattatrey and Kapil are in place of vadi, they liberate those who are easy to liberate. Ramchandra 

and Shri Krishna are in place of fulvadi, they liberate those who obey their discourse. They kill using a sword 

and liberate those who do not obey their discourse. But Maharaj is like a gardi and before him jivas, ishwars, 

Purush and Akshar, etc., all stand with folded hands.  

Principle: Maharaj is supreme, sarva avatar na avatari, sarva karan na karan. Maharaj is like a gãrdi and 

before him jivas, ishwars, Purush and Akshar, etc., all stand with folded hands.  

 

4. With Swarupanand Swami, his mere darshan confers liberation. (3/8) 

Example: Swarupanand Swami replied, “O Maharaj! People are only seen here below the neem tree and 

elsewhere there are no people.” Then Maharaj said, “You’ve traveled the country and saw no people?” Then 

all the sadhus asked, “Whom did he liberate?” Then Shriji Maharaj said, “Others give codes of conduct and 

make people observe their duties to get liberation, but with Swarupanand Swami, his mere darshan confers 

liberation.”  

Principle: Swarupanand Swami understands that whoever does bhakti of pragat by following dharma-niyam 

are the only humans. Then one would doubt, how did he liberate others? One who does darshan of such a 

person who has bhakti of pragat can also be liberated. Hence, Maharaj says that with Swarupanand Swami, 

his mere darshan confers liberation. 

 

MARCH 2017 

 

1. Packets of ash up to Prakruti-Purush. (3/28) 

Example: Without the murti of God and without the Sadhu, all things up to Prakruti-Purush are packets of 

ash. If you forget the murti and go to any abode of the gods or the abode of any ishwar or the abode of any 
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Purush, still, without the murti of Maharaj and without this Sadhu there is no (permanent) happiness or 

peace anywhere. 

Principle: Packets of ash has no value. In the same way, without the murti of God and without the Sadhu, all 

things up to Prakruti-Purush are packets of ash. Without the murti of Maharaj and without this Sadhu there 

is no happiness or peace anywhere. 

 

2. Example of mandir and murtis. (3/13) 

Example: When the sadhus went to get the murtis for this mandir (Junagadh), the sculptor asked, ‘What 

type of murtis shall I make for you?’ Then the sadhus said, ‘Make them according to these designs.’ Then the 

sculptor said, ‘These murtis are suitable only for a mandir worth hundreds of thousands of rupees.’ Then the 

sadhus said, ‘We’ve come to take murtis in accordance with such a mandir.’ So the sculptor said, ‘Then I’ll 

make them.’ Then the sculptor sculpted the murtis. 

Principle: You do have a murti, but without a mandir where will you install it? So, if you want to install God, 

then learn to prepare a mandir as described here, then God will stay. Similarly, without becoming 

brahmarup where will we install Purushottam? So, if you want to install Purushottam, you have to become 

brahmarup. 

 

3. Those who have recognized this Sadhu have both feet in Akshardham. (3/26) 

Example: Today, those who have taken birth in human form have one foot in Akshardham and those who 

have recognized this Sadhu have both feet in Akshardham. But, those who do not have knowledge of these 

talks will not understand them. In this Satsang there are countless people who are like Prahlad, Ambrish and 

Parvatbhai. But without close association with a sadhu, they cannot attain spiritual knowledge; and without 

spiritual knowledge, the glory of God and his holy Sadhu is not known, and without knowing the glory one 

cannot become happy. There is no doubt about it. 

Principle: Only one who has knowledge will be able to understand the glory of Satsang. A Bharvaad had a 

priceless gem, but he only saw it as a shining rock due to lack of knowledge. To him the wealth was goat and 

ship. He tied the priceless gem to one of his goat’s neck. In a similar way, we have the priceless God-Purna 

Purushottam Bhagwan Narayan and his present form in Swamishri, we do not realize their actual price. We 

have attained a lot, but since we lack the true knowledge, we cannot fully enjoy and remain as Bharvaad.  

 

MARCH 2018 

 

1. The calf entered the cowshed. (3/21) 

Example: A calf one day entered the cowshed thinking that it will enjoy some milk. There, some bulls had 

arrived. So, wherever the calf attempted to place its mouth, it received a kick. As a result of these kicks, its 

mouth became swollen, but it did not get the pleasure of drinking milk. Then, even when its own mother 

came, it was not able to suck. Similarly, leaving this Sadhu and seeking happiness elsewhere is like receiving 

kicks.  

Principle: When one encounters bad company and listen to them, he loses the company of the true Sadhu. 

Only true Sadhu has God. Just as the calf cannot get the joy of milk from the bulls, one cannot get the 

happiness of God elsewhere. Therefore, one must always keep the company of the true Sadhu.  

 

2. Example of the reflection of the moon. (3/29) 

Example: On seeing the reflection of the moon fall on the water, the fish become happy and think that it, 

too, is a fish like them. But the fish do not know the moon as it is – its orb, its luster, its power and its 

capability.  
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Principle: One is not able to know Maharaj and his Sadhu as they are, and their form, nature, virtues, power 

and capabilities. Humans believe them like themselves but they do not know them as they really are. They 

may look like us but they are capable of taking countless jivas like us to Akshardham. 

 

3. Vadi, fulvadi and gardi. (3/5) 

Example: There are three grades of snake charmers: vadi, fulvadi and gardi. Of these, a vadi captures meek 

snakes; a fulvadi captures those which are easy to catch, otherwise uses a cloth tie to kill them; and before a 

gardi all types of snakes, even cobras, dance.  

Principle: Dattatrey and Kapil are in place of vadi, they liberate those who are easy to liberate. Ramchandra 

and Shri Krishna are in place of fulvadi, they liberate those who obey their discourse. They kill using a sword 

and liberate those who do not obey their discourse. But Maharaj is like a gardi and before him jivas, Ishwars, 

Purush and Akshar, etc., all stand with folded hands.  

 

Q.14 Explain any TWO of the following and give a suitable Swamini Vato reference from the syllabus. 

(In 8-10 lines each.) (Total Marks: 4) 

 

MARCH 2015 

1. Yogiji Maharaj would say, “In 500 years, not one corner of the world will be left where Swaminarayan is 

not worshipped.”(3.1) 

Reference: Maharaj said “I have come with 1000 million huge ships (each of which can carry millions of 

jivas), that’s the number of jivas I want to liberate. We want to fill the ships first with chintāmanis, then 

pārasmanis, followed by diamonds, pearls, ornaments, gold coins, coins, rupees and koris and finally, soil. 

Similarly, there are countless differences in released souls and countless types of moksha.” 

Explanation: Maharaj and Swami have decided to liberate every jivas. So whoever will chant the name of 

Swaminarayan God intentionally or unintentionally will get moksha. 

 

2. The Kohinoor Diamond is not be used to scare away crows. (3.30) 

Reference: There was a woodcutter who used to bring bundles of wood to sell. Then, one day, a piece of 

special bav sandalwood came from the Hemgopal Forest. Without realizing its value, he burnt it in the stove 

and its scent was noticed by a rich businessman. Then the businessman asked, “Who is so wealthy in this 

village that he burns bav sandalwood?” Then everyone said, “A woodcutter lives in this village.” So the 

businessman went there and took what little unburnt sandalwood was left in the stove and offered it daily 

to Shri Vishnu. And when he died he went to the abode of Vishnu. That is the Example and its principle is 

that Hemgopal represents this Bharatkhand and the bav sandalwood represents the human body. Without 

realizing its value, it is burnt up for women, wealth, sons, daughters, the world, pleasures and the body – we 

should not burn it like this. 

Explanation: The woodcutter without realizing the value of the bav sandalwood burnt it in stove. But the 

businessman, who knew its true value, took it and offered to Shri Vishnu, and as a result he went to the 

abode of Vishnu. The principle is that we also without realizing the value of the human body, burn it for 

women, wealth, sons, daughters, the world, pleasures and the body, etc. But we do not use for its true 

purpose. Just as the woodcutter does not know the true value of the bav sandalwood, we also do not know 

the true value of this human body. The one, who knows it, uses it to achieve eternal happiness of 

Akshardham. The purpose of the human body is to use it to achieve the goal of ultimate liberation. 
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3. Shriji Maharaj says in Loya-17, “He who has realized the glory of God and the sant, has a firm foundation 

in satsang.”(3.26) 

Reference: Today, those who have taken birth in human form have one foot in Akshardham and those who 

have recognized this Sadhu have both feet in Akshardham. But, those who do not have knowledge of these 

talks will not understand them. 

Explanation: We have attained God, there are no words to describe the gain. The saint shows us our faults 

and so if we had not attained the saint, we would have limitless faults in us. That saint helps us to purify 

ourselves by removing the faults in us and presenting us in the feet of the Lord. Those jivas who are devoid 

of the faults will never fell from the feet of God. The monkeys attained Lord Ram and went to Vaikunth but 

because of their nature of jumping around here and there, they could not sustain in Vaikunth. If they had 

attained such a saint and understood the importance, they would have never fall back.  

 

4. The true joy of a mango tree lies in its mangoes, not in its trunk, branches or leaves. 

Reference: (1) The heifer of a cow does not get the joy of drinking milk by sucking any random part of the 

cow’s body, but only gets the pleasure of drinking milk when it sucks from the udder. That is an example and 

its message is that this entire Satsang is the body of Maharaj, but Maharaj eternally resides through the 

manifest human form of the God-realized Sadhu. When one attaches to him, one gets the bliss of Maharaj. 

Just as the joy of drinking milk is obtained from the cow’s udder. (2) The calf who one day entered the 

cowshed thinking that it will enjoy some milk. There, some bulls had arrived. So, wherever the calf 

attempted to place its mouth, it received a kick. As a result of these kicks, its mouth became swollen, but it 

did not get the pleasure of drinking milk. Then, even when its own mother came, it was not able to suck. 

Similarly, leaving this Sadhu and seeking happiness elsewhere is like receiving kicks. 

Explanation: When one encounters bad company and listen to them, he loses the company of the true 

Sadhu. Only true Sadhu has God. Just as the calf cannot get the joy of milk from the bulls, one cannot get the 

happiness of God elsewhere. Therefore, one must always keep the company of the true Sadhu. 

 

MARCH 2016 

 

1. According to Vachanamrut Gadhada I 61, “Death however, is like an ocean. In that case, both a person 

with atma-realization and a person without it require the help of a ship in the form of upasana in God.” 

(3/17) 

Reference: First, Maharaj’s upasana; second, Maharaj’s commands; third, attachment with the great God-

realized Sadhu; and fourth, friendship with the devotees. These four principles are the life-force of the jiva 

and they should never be given up.  

Explanation: Just the way water air and food are invariable for body to sustain; in the same way for a jiva to 

live, it needs agnaa, upasana, love for Satpurush and friendship with devotees. Hence we must not quit 

either of these four.  

 

2. Mava Bhagat told Gunatitanand Swami, “What is there to see in it? It is vast and salty.” (3/21) 

Reference: Leaving this Sadhu and seeking happiness elsewhere is like receiving kicks. Since, when one 

lapses in observing God’s commands and understanding his true form, one will not be able to sit with such a 

Sadhu. 

Explanation: When one obeys Maharaj’s and his saint’s agnaa (commands), then only he can go to 

Akshardham. If one deviates from the agnaa, he will lapse in satsang, hence one should always strictly follow 

the agnaa.  
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3. Shriji Maharaj said that even one who smells Parvatbhai’s clothes will be liberated. (3/3) 

Reference: Maharaj said to Muktanand Swami, “Listen, I will tell you the reason why you have such 

greatness. You have association with the manifest human form of God who is seated in Akshardham, which 

is above all.” 

Explanation: All saints and devotees have association with supreme Maharaj who is seated in the highest 

abode-Akshardham. Because of this association, they also have the capacity to liberate whoever comes in 

their contact.  

 

4. Shriji Maharaj has said in Vachanamrut Ahmedabad 2, “One who becomes brahmarup and worships God 

is the best. (3/13). 

Reference 1: Without becoming brahmarup where will we install Purushottam? So, if you want to install 

Purushottam, you have to become brahmarup  

Explanation 1: It is said in the 116 shloka of Shikshapatri: NIjatmanam Brahmarupam…., hence one can get 

Akshardham only when one becomes brahmarup. Even after millions of years, without behaving in this way 

there is no final release. So, for us, there is no alternative but to do that way. Also, even if one is an Acharya, 

a son of God, an ishwar or some small or big deity, still there is no release without behaving in that way. 

Since, that is Maharaj’s belief. 

Reference 2: “Listening to these Vachanamruts, I have concluded that even after millions of years, without 

behaving in this way there is no final release. So, for us, there is no alternative but to do that way. Also, even 

if one is an Acharya, a son of God, an ishwar or some small or big deity, still there is no release without 

behaving in that way. Since, that is Maharaj’s belief.” Based on this, Swami recited some shlokas quoted by 

Maharaj: 

Nijātmānam brahmarupam dehatrayavilakshanam; 

Vibhāvya tena kartavyā bhakti Krishnasya sarvadā.1 

Explanation 2: There is no release without becoming brahmarup. Even is one is God or God’s son, it is 

necessary to become brahmarup. 

 

MARCH 2017 

 

1. Though women do not have direct contact with Pramukh Swami Maharaj, they are progressing in Satsang. 

(3/31) 

Reference: "If an eagle has come to land and a mosquito sits in its wings, then how much effort is needed by 

the mosquito to fly?" The devotee replied, "No effort is needed." Then Swami said, "Gopalanand Swami and 

Muktanand Swami are like eagles. We have sat in their wings, so do not have any worries."  

Explanation: We have association with the great Sadhu i.e. Pramukh Swami Maharaj. If we sit in the wings of 

his commands, that is, if we obey his commands properly, then we will certainly become flawless. Though 

women do not have direct contact with Pramukh Swami Maharaj, they are continually progressing in 

Satsang.  

 

2. Maharaj came in a divine form and said to Gunatitanand Swami, “I eternally dwell in you.”(3/20) 

Reference: This entire Satsang is the body of Maharaj, but Maharaj eternally resides through the manifest 

human form of the God-realized Sadhu. When one attaches to him, one gets the bliss of Maharaj. Just as the 

joy of drinking milk is obtained from the cow’s udder. 

Explanation: According to Gadhada I-27, Maharaj says, “God resides in all of the indriyas of a Sant.” Peace is 

experienced if one sees the great Sadhu just as one sees God. When one attaches to him, one gets the bliss 

of Maharaj. 

http://www.anirdesh.com/vachanamrut/index.php?format=en&vachno=27
http://www.anirdesh.com/vachanamrut/index.php?format=en&vachno=27
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3. “When one has the darshan of such a Sant, one should realize, ‘I have had the darshan of God 

Himself.’” Vachanamrut Sarangpur 10. (8/99) 

Reference: Others give codes of conduct and make people observe their duties to get liberation, but with 

Swarupanand Swami, his mere darshan confers liberation. 

Explanation: With mere darshan of such an ekantik Sant, one gets liberated of his bad deeds. 

 

4. Muktanand Swami described Gunatitanand Swami as one with control over the senses. (3/7) 

Reference: It is like placing a lemon at the tip of an arrow, then wherever the arrow is turned, only the 

lemon is seen. Similarly, God totally resides in the focus and so wherever the focus is directed, there God is 

seen. 

Explanation: The inclinations of all three, Anand Swami, Muktanand Swami and Swarupanand Swami are 

different. Therefore, Anand Swami should keep the company of Muktanand Swami and Muktanand Swami 

should keep the company of Swarupanand Swami. If they do this, each other’s deficiencies will be resolved. 

Such a focus in God is only seen in param ekantik Sant, whose focus is nowhere else but only in God. 

Gunatitanand Swami was such a Sant in whom Maharaj always resided and hence his focus was only on 

Maharaj. 

 

MARCH 2018 

 

1. If a son possesses a Mercedes car, then his father must have much more wealth. (3/12) 

Reference: “Know that Maharaj is supreme, the source of all avatars and the cause of all causes.” “Today, in 

Satsang, sadhus, Acharyas, mandirs and murtis are all supreme. So what is there to say in Maharaj being 

supreme?  

Explanation: Shreeji Maharaj ensures that his devotees understand the true knowledge of Upasana without 

any restraint and brings them to Akshardham. In a case where a devotee still doesn’t understand, Shreeji 

Maharaj puts that devotee in touch with God realized Sadhu who will teach pure knowledge of Upasana.  

 

2. ‘The darshan of such a true Bhakta of God is equivalent to the darshan of God himself.’ Vachanamrut 

Gadhada I 37. (3/8) 

Reference: Others give codes of conduct and make people observe their duties to get liberation, but with 

Swarupanand Swami, his mere darshan confers liberation.  

Explanation: With darshan of ekantik saint, one gets rid of five great sins and is liberated. 

 

3. ‘Sant vina re sachi kon kahe, sara sukh ni vaat, daya rahi chhe jena dilma, nathi ghat ma ghat.’ (3/22). 

Reference: Swami said, “It is proper that you thought of trading in gold. But have you ever thought of taking 

1000 million kilos of agricultural waste and making some money?” 

Explanation: Swami was practical in the contractual matters, hence he knew the importance of the 

donations. However, he wanted Shivlal to advance in the spiritual aspects. Hence, he quotes this incident.    

 

4. Devotees offer many good things with devotion to Swamishri, but Swamishri is not attached to them at 

all. (3/27) 

Reference: If true spiritual knowledge is attained, then one is not trapped in the net of maya. Just as water 

cannot wet a waterfowl, similarly, if such a person encounters maya, it is unable to taint him. And just as a 

swordfish cannot be confined to a net because it has sharp edges on both sides – so it cuts the net and gets 

out – similarly, such a powerful person frees countless jivas from maya.   
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Explanation: The one who has recognized Pragat Satpurush and Bhagwan has everything taken care of. They 

are never held in the clutches of maya.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


